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VISION STATEMENT
Looking to the future to preserve our rich cultural history for the 

next generation  with the tolerance to consider new ideas,

opportunities and innovations for Wabaunsee County’s prosperity 

while protecting our awe-inspiring Flint Hills landscape.
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BACKGROUND



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The Wabaunsee County Comprehensive Plan  will help guide County decision makers on a wide array of 
issues over the next twenty  years in creating a desired place to live, work  and do business. The 
Wabaunsee County  Comprehensive Plan is a policy plan with the overall goal to provide a county-level 
perspective  and planning direction that strengthens local  planning efforts throughout the county. It  
provides guidance to 7 towns, 13 townships,  and the Lake Wabaunsee Improvement District (LWID) as 
well as local community partners. All  together they make up Wabaunsee County, a  special place to live.

Background

The creation of the plan was a year-long process 
led by the Steering Committee  appointed by the 
County Commission which  studied the past, 
current and future issues of Wabaunsee County. 
Stakeholders, steering  committee members and 
the public provided input and guided the 
process. The plan sets the framework for the 
community to grow  and change over the next 
twenty years and  includes: a history of 
Wabaunsee County, current trends, a public 
survey and interview results from stakeholders. 
The public also participated in a county SWOT 
(strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and 
threats) study to identify issues in the county.

Planning Process

A Public Participation Plan was created and used 
throughout the comprehensive plan process. 
The participation plan utilized methodology to 
collect data and citizen input. The Public 
Participation Plan was prepared to encourage 
residents, employees,  and visitors to be actively 
involved in the  comprehensive planning 
process. This process requires input from a 
range of public participants. It also determined 
the most effective means of collecting the best  
source of data. Key findings and responses  
included in this document are found in the  
appendix and support the future goals and  
strategies.

Three public meetings were held in various  
communities during the course of the planning 
process. The first set of public meetings were in 
Eskridge, Paxico and Alta

Vista.  Residents were invited to show where they 
lived in the county and to list the strengths,  
weaknesses, opportunities and threats. Residents 
were also provided a community  survey at the 
open houses and on social  media and the 
website.

During the plan, staff interviewed key 
stakeholders in the community. These 
community members value the history  of 
Wabaunsee County, however, all are 
interested in seeing economic 
development increase; thereby 
decreasing the need for residents to go 
out of town for services. Smart growth is 
desired along I-70 while maintaining 
agricultural lands.

The Wabaunsee County Steering Committee  
discussed the goals and strategies outlined  in 
the plan as well as the implementation timeline. 
The goals were prioritized into a time frame of 
1-2 years, 5 years, 5 to 10 years and ongoing. 
The steering committee also discussed persons 
and organizations that have an interest in the 
specific goal.

The Comprehensive Plan should act as  a 
living and practical document guiding
development that enhances and protects the 
quality of life for County residents while  
preserving its natural and cultural resources  for 
future generations. The analysis and subsequent 
recommendations put forth in this plan are 
intended to reflect the County’s desire to 
formalize existing practices and implement new 
contemporary policies to address the identified 
major issues of public concern.
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METHODOLOGY
A Public Participation Plan was prepared  to encourage opportunities for community  members to 
be actively involved in the  comprehensive planning process. This  process looked to ensure that 
input was  acquired from a broad range of public participants. Key findings and responses are  
included in this document as a supplement  to future goals and strategies.

Communication Strategy
The communications strategy outlines the various forms of communication and
timeline throughout the process. Each form  of communication was tailored to a specific activity or 
part of the plan in order to best involve community members.

Outreach Strategy
Outreach strategies outline the challenges that were considered, the potential project participants,
the approach and process for each challenge, and they provide a flexible timeline for completion of
various required tasks.

COMMUNICATION STRATEGY

Printed Documents
Notification flyers of meetings and  
community engagement opportunities 
were  printed and placed in high-traffic 
areas in the  entire county. Notifications of 
meetings were  printed and placed at least 
one to two weeks before the meeting 
date as well as printed in  The Wabaunsee 
County Signal-Enterprise.

Press Releases
The Flint Hills Regional Council staff  
distributed press releases to the county  
newspaper, The Wabaunsee County 
Signal- Enterprise, as well as contacting 
publications  in the surrounding area 
with updates on the comprehensive plan 
process. There were press releases at the 
beginning of the process, prior to all 
open houses and public meetings as well 
as for the public meeting of the Planning 
and Zoning Board and the County 
Commission.

Website
Updates and summaries of progress were 
available at 
www.WabaunseeCountyComp
Plan.com.
This  website contains meetings, 
presentations,  open house information, 
surveys and plan  updates for the public. 
Flint Hills Regional  Council updated the 
site following steering  committee 
meetings, public meetings and  open 
houses. Both community surveys,  which 
guided the public input, were also  made 
available on this site. Scheduled  meetings 
were posted on the site for all  county 
residents and other interested  parties.

Social Media
The Flint Hills Regional Council Staff created 
a Facebook Page that posted public 
meetings and community engagement 
opportunities. The 
community surveys were also posted on  
the Wabaunsee Facebook Page.
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TIMELINE

Task Objectives Time Frame

1. Initiation • Formation of Steering Committee

• Creation of Base Maps

• Collect Demographic Data

January 2018-February 2018

2. Vision, Trends, &  
Opportunities

• Steering Committee Meetings 1  & 
2

• Engagement Opportunities

• Community Survey

February 2018-April 2018

3. Draft Plan &  
Strategies

• Public Meetings 1 & 2

• Organize and collect information  
from previous phases

• Identify planning strategies to  
reach goals

May 2018-December 2018

4. Plan Review &  
Adoption

• Public Meeting 3

• Draft review by planning  
commission

• Presentation to Planning/Zoning 
Board & City Council

• Revisions and Adoption

January 2019-April 2019
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OUTREACH STRATEGY
The Wabaunsee County Steering Committee  was responsible for the planning and  oversight of the 
project. Appointed by the Wabaunsee County Planning Board they defined plan goals and 
objectives and  provided direction throughout the process.  In addition, the Steering Committee  
members acted as liaisons between county  residents and the Flint Hills Regional Council  staff.

Public Meetings
Throughout the course of the planning  
process, there were three sets of public 
meetings in multiple locations. Each 
meeting was designed to actively engage 
community members with the current 
stage of plan development. Locations of the 
meetings were in various communities 
throughout the  county. FHRC staff also 
attended all seven community city council 
meetings twice to apprise the council of 
the progress of the plan and to discuss 
specific issues within  their community to 
include in the plan.

Community Survey
A community survey was created with the  
help of the Wabaunsee County Steering 
Committee. The survey was distributed  both 
online and in hard copy at meetings to 
provide residents the opportunity to express  
their opinions about the existing conditions  
in Wabaunsee County, their vision for the  
future as well as prioritize key issues.

Stakeholder Interviews
Members of the Wabaunsee County  
Steering Committee were asked to identify  
stakeholders. Stakeholders are Wabaunsee  
County residents, groups, and institutions  
invested in the future of the county.

Stakeholders represent fundamental 
aspects  of the local community and 
economy and  will be impacted by the 
recommendations made in the 
comprehensive plan. There are a broad 
range of interests important to the  
community thus it is important to identify  
varied groups or individuals to ensure the  
process completely represents a variety of 
perspectives in the community. Some  
potential stakeholders include: city officials  
and leaders, county staff, members of local  
organizations and boards, community  
groups and organizations, regional 
organizations and institutions, utilities, 
banks as well as local business owners.

Meeting 1: Introduction,  
Trends Report, &  
Opportunities

The first meeting covered what a comprehensive plan is, current trends and the  
preliminary strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats addressed in the  plan. 
Meetings were held in Eskridge, Paxico and Maple Hill.

Meeting 2: Visioning This meeting was for  visioning of the future. Meetings were held in Alma and Alta 
Vista.

Meeting 3: Goals &  
Strategies Creating

Goals for Wabaunsee County and strategies to review the goals in the draft  
comprehensive plan and provide input. These meetings were held in 
Harveyville and Alma.

PUBLIC MEETINGS
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INTRODUCTION
A Comprehensive Plan guides the growth
and development of a community, county
or region. It lists the goals and strategies
that the Wabaunsee County Commission
and Zoning Board reference for informed
land use development decisions and
investments in infrastructure. It is a
blueprint for creating a unique quality of
place, of community and of life based on
the County’s vision for its future. The
Comprehensive Plan is based on an analysis
of current land use, desired future growth
and the infrastructure needed to serve
existing and future residents such as
schools, transportation, recreation and
utilities roads.

The Comprehensive Plan goals consist of  four 
major components:

1. Land Use
2. Cultural
3. Economic Development
4. Facilities and Infrastructure

Each goal lists specific strategies, timelines  
and responsible parties. Additionally,
each goal is supported by informational  
appendices, related studies or other  
associated policy documents such as maps  
that illustrate or identify important features of 
the plan. In accordance with Kansas State 
statute this comprehensive plan is for the 
physical development of Wabaunsee County 
with the purpose of guiding a coordinated
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development of the County in accordance  
with present and potential future needs  
and resources, best promote the health,  
safety, prosperity and general welfare of the 
inhabitants, including the elderly and  
persons with disabilities. Development of
this plan is based on comprehensive surveys  
and studies of the existing conditions and 
trends of growth and the potential  future 
requirements of the County and its  
inhabitants. The comprehensive plan is  
general in nature, in that it designates  the 
general or approximate location,  character, 
and extent of each feature,  including any 
road improvement and any transportation 
improvement, shown on the  plan and 
indicates where existing lands or  facilities 
are proposed to be.  

Wabaunsee County last adopted a 
Comprehensive  Plan in 2004. The 
Comprehensive Plan is  prepared and then 
recommended by the  Planning Commission 
at a public hearing  or hearings, and 
forwarded to the Board  of County 
Commission for public hearing  and adoption. 
The Comprehensive Plan is  available on-line 
on the County’s website at
https://www.wabaunseecounty

compplan. com. While this plan is intended 
to be used  by governing officials, it is also 
meant for  community members and is a 
reflection of  the values and priorities of the 
residents of  Wabaunsee County.
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CHAPTER 1: 
County Overview



COUNTY OVERVIEW

The Trends Report is comprised of the  
following:

• Demographic Trends

• Economics

• Transportation

• Housing

• Education

• Regional Influence

• Resources

• Land Use

• Culture & Recreation

HISTORY

For the Wabaunsee County Comprehensive  
Plan to be useful it must also be relevant by 
establishing a vision for growth and supporting 
goals, guiding principles, and  providing 
practical recommendations to implementation 
and achievement. This  Trends Report examines 
key facts and  influences that make Wabaunsee 
County  unique.

The intention of the report is to provide  
community members, city officials, and  the 
planning team with an understanding of how 
these facts can and will shape the community, 
today and into tomorrow. This report is the 
first document of the Comprehensive Plan 
and will largely be the foundation upon which 
the plan in formed.
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EARLY SETTLEMENT

In 1848, Chief Wabaunsee relocated his tribe  
of 2,000 from Iowa to Kansas settling on the  
Pottawatomie Reservation in the northeast  
portion of what is now Wabaunsee County. In 
1855, the Territorial Legislature identified  a 
certain portion of land west of Shawnee  
County, which they name Richardson County  
after William Richardson of Illinois, who  
introduced the first Kansas and Nebraska  Bill in 
the House of Representatives. This bill declared 
Kansas and Nebraska to be  “slave free” 
territories. In 1859, this land was  renamed in 
honor of Chief Wabaunsee of the  
Pottawatomie tribe. Additionally, Wabaunsee  
means “Dawn of Day.”

In 1856, the Honorable Charles B. Lines led  a 
group of abolitionists from New Haven,  
Connecticut. Henry Ward Beecher, the great  
minister from Brooklyn, New York, pledged  
rifles and 25 bibles for the expedition. The 
company, known as the “Beecher Rifle  
Company”, was determined to go west and  
establish a new way of life on the frontier.  In 
March 1859, an election was held to elect  
county commissioners. The commissioners  
then divided the county into four townships -
Alma, Wabaunsee, Mission Creek, and  
Wilmington.

THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD

Many residents of Wabaunsee County were  
members of the abolitionist movement.
In 1861, the “Underground Railroad” was  
successfully established in Wabaunsee  
County. There were two “stations” in the  
county where escaped slaves sought  
freedom, one in Wabaunsee and one in  
Mission Creek. The Mission Creek “station”  
provided safe passage through Wabaunsee  
County to Fremont County, Iowa. As many  
as eighteen people would be transported  at 
one time and all travel was done at night  to 
avoid attention. Sixty civil war veterans  and 
abolitionists who were involved with  the 
“Underground Railroad” are buried in  the 
Wabaunsee Township Cemetery, one of the  
oldest cemeteries in Kansas.

Wabaunsee  County Poor Farm,  located south of  Alma, 1901. 
Source:  Wabaunsee County  Historical Society
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MANHATTAN, ALMA, and 
BURLINGAME RAILWAY

After years of resistance to a railroad and a halt 
of plans due to economic recession, in 1879, 
Wabaunsee county voters finally approved a line 
to connect the coal fields near Burlingame with 
the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railway. ATSP 
and the Union Pacific Railroad jointly financed 
this project. Construction on the Manhattan, 
Alma, and Burlingame Railway began in 1880. 

In 1898, the M. A. & B. was sold and the 22.32 
miles of track from Alma to Manhattan 
dismantled. ATSF operated the remaining line 
from Burlingame to Alma for the next 75 years.

the short line’s importance diminished. 
Ranchers used the line until 1962 and ten 
years later the line from Burlingame to Alma 
closed and was sold. Wabaunsee County 
citizens tried to raise enough money to buy 
the railway, but they were unsuccessful. 

ATSF tracks east of the Eskridge Ci-op and the Eskridge depot, visible in the distance.
Source: Wabaunsee County Museum, Dean Dunn photographer

Around the time of M. A. & B.’s construction, 
there was not a single paved highway in 
Wabaunsee County, thus railroads provided the 
region with reliable nationwide transportation. 
However, as the 1950s brought paved highways 
into the county, 
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A massive drought beginning in 1930  resulted 
in a series of dust storms that  lasted until 
1941. The state became a  participant in New 
Deal relief programs, such as the Civil Works 
Administration, the Federal  Emergency Relief 
Administration, the Civilian  Conservation 
Corps, and the Works Progress  Administration, 
which put tens of thousands of Kansans to 
work.

One project was the construction of Lake  
Wabaunsee near Eskridge. During World War  
II, a POW camp at the lake housed German  
POWs. The prisoners were paid $0.40 per hour 
and granted a daily noon lunch, in  exchange 
for their work on farms and  bridges 
throughout the region. After the war  the lake 
returned to recreational uses with  private 
homes and a golf course.

Source: The Complete History of Lake 
Wabaunsee by Greg A. Hoots

HISTORY

The county did not grow as quickly as  
expected, reaching its highest population  
of 12,000 residents in 1900, and then  
experiencing a steady decline. In the early  
1870’s, a cheese factory was established  in 
Alma. In 1920 the town developed into a 
supply and shipping center with a  
prosperous agricultural base. The county’s  
first church, Wabaunsee Church of Christ,  
was founded in June 1857.

In 1861 Kansas became the 34th U.S. state,  
entering the union as a free state. The first  
railroad to be built through Wabaunsee 
County was the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe 
in 1880. In 1887, the Chicago, Kansas  and 
Nebraska Railway built a main line from 
Topeka to Herington. This main line  connected 
Topeka, Valencia, Willard, Maple  Hill, Vera, 
Paxico, McFarland, Alma, Volland,  Alta Vista, 
Dwight, White City, Latimer, and Herington.

Source: Images of  American: Wabaunsee 
County

Source: Wabaunsee  County Courthouse - George N Brown  Photography
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revised upon  feedback from the county’s
stakeholders.  Each revision was made publicly 
available  on the Wabaunsee County 
Comprehensive  Plan website and
shared on the plan’s Facebook page. The final 
trends report was  completed September 21, 
2018.

The following pages include the content  of the 
final 2018 Wabaunsee County  Comprehensive 
Plan Trends Report.

The Trends Report examines key facts and  
influences that make Wabaunsee County  
unique. This report includes information on  
current conditions and trends in Wabaunsee  
County on which to build a successful  
comprehensive plan.

The trends report for the 2018 Wabaunsee  
County Comprehensive Plan was first  drafted 
on March 29, 2018. The report  was 
continually updated and
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Figure 24, shows the estimated daily traffic 

counts for each highway and overpass in the 

county.
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997
more rides given in 2016 than 2010

99.9%
of trips in 2010 were out of the county

55,386
miles traveled in 2016

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

Wabaunsee County General Public Transportation Service 

provides either scheduled or reservation-based public 

transportation services to county residents. This service 

gives residents an opportunity to go to medical 

appointments, shop, visits, or just simply a day out for 

people of all ages and abilities. Each city has two days a 

month set aside for transportation use.

DATA SUMMARIES 2010 & 2016

Share of 2016 Public Transportation Trip Types

Source: Wabaunsee County Clerk

Medical

Nutrition

Shopping
Business

Personal
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ROADS
Wabaunsee County is a large rural county.  Transportation is critical to the communities  of the 
County. Roads connect farm to  market, workforce to employment, students  to schools. Wabaunsee 
County maintains  237 miles of roads: 167 miles of gravel  surfaced and 70 miles of paved roads.
There are state funds that assist the county’s  road maintenance, but this has declined  significantly 
over the last decade.

The 13 townships in Wabaunsee County  maintain other roads half of which are  gravel and half are 
dirt roads. The township  maintenance is managed by the township  boards. The County maintains 
the culverts  that are 5 feet by 5 feet or larger on the  township roads.

IDENTIFIED TRANSPORTATION  
PROJECTS
Belvue Bridge

The Belvue Bridge provides a direct paved  
link from Pottawatomie County to Paxico  
which has an economic benefit to 
employees  working in Pottawatomie 
County and farmers  in Wabaunsee County. 
The current bridge,  constructed in 1955, is 
deteriorating. In 2016, weight restrictions 
removed large  trucks from using the bridge. 
This adds new travel expenses for farmers 
and businesses.  The cost of a new bridge 
estimated to be between $20 million and 
$25 million would be shared between 
Pottawatomie County and Wabaunsee 
County based on the population in both 
counties. It has been  recommended that 
the counties seek State and Federal funding 
assistance for this high dollar project. If the 
Belvue Bridge is not  improved, it may be 
necessary to upgrade Wells Creek Road 
from Paxico Road west to K99 as an 
alternate route. This project is estimated to 
cost $10 million and would be  the 
responsibility of Wabaunsee County.

K99 Super Two Improvements
The Kansas Department of Transportation  
(KDOT) plans for improvement of K99  to 
a super two
highway by widening,  straightening, and 
making shoulder  improvements. These  
improvements will be made from Wamego  
south to the I-70 interchange. These  
improvements will support heavy truck  
traffic from some of the manufacturers in  
Wamego and will enhance safety on this  
stretch of the highway. While the road  
improvements will likely include controlled
access, it will support potential 
development  along this corridor. This 
would increase the  opportunity for 
commercial development at  the K99/I-70 
interchange.

K177 Highway Improvements
KDOT has plans for improvements to K177  
which will serve as an improved access  
from western Wabaunsee County and  
Morris County to I-70.  See graphic on page 
130. This project will add shoulder 
improvements, sight distances, and 
widening of the roadway. Safety is the 
primary enhancement to this highway that  
will improve access from Alta Vista to I-70.  
Much of the right of way for this project has 
been acquired by KDOT. K177 has been 
called the “Spine of the Flint Hills.”
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SCENIC BYWAYS AND DRIVES

Native Stone Scenic Byway
This State designated Scenic Byway starts 
at  I-70 and K4 and follows K4 south and 
west through Wabaunsee County to K99 
south of  Alma. The Byway follows K99 
north crossing  I-70 further north to K18. 
The Byway follows  K18 west to K177 just 
south of Manhattan  then south on K177 
to I-70. This covers a  good part of the 
beautiful Flint Hills passing  near several 
Wabaunsee communities and  historic 
sites.

Skyline/Mill Creek Drive
The County should consider adding the  
Skyline/Mill Creek Drive to the State’s 
system  of Scenic Byways. This would 
increase  awareness and improve 
identification  signage for this drive through 
a beautiful  part of Wabaunsee County.

BRIDGES AND CULVERTS

Local and County Projects

• There are 180 bridges maintained by  
Wabaunsee County. Many of these bridges are 
past their useful life. All bridges in the County 
are inspected every two years. Critical bridges 
are inspected every year. The 30 bridges in the 
County designated as obsolete or structurally  
deficient need to be replaced at a cost of $11 
million. The annual budget for bridge 
replacement is $2.3 million.

• Wabaunsee Road to I-70 is subject to  
localized flooding problems.

• Impact of heavy trucks from the quarries  in 
the County is significant. Designated  routes 
are always indicated in the use permits for 
the quarries. The review of these routes is 
very important. The County may want to 
consider requiring

the quarry applicant to provide an 
Engineer’s review of the proposed route 
as part of their permit application. The  
heavy truck traffic takes a toll on the 
roads increasing the cost of maintenance.  
The County may want to consider a  
Quarry Road Impact Fee to offset these 
maintenance costs.

• The County has a sales tax of ½ cent for  
road maintenance that generates about
$250,000 to $300,000 annually. If the State 
does not increase support for local  road 
maintenance and improvements, the 
County could consider a referendum for an 
increase in this sales tax to help catch up 
on road maintenance issues.

State T-Works Projects

• Bridge Replacement over Hatch Creek  
two miles south and 5.2 miles east
of Eskridge. This $514,000 project is  
scheduled to start in August 2019 and be  
completed by February 2020.

• Union Pacific Railroad crossing  
modernization on Cowboy Road east  of 
Maple Hill. This $321,000 project is
scheduled to start in February 2020 and  
be completed by September 2021.

• Culvert Replacement on K99 two miles  
north of K99/K4 junction. This $701,000  
project is scheduled to start in March  2020 
and be completed in December  2020.

• Culvert Replacement on K4 two miles  west 
of K99. This $1,263,000 project is  scheduled 
to start in March 2020 and be  completed in 
December 2020.

• The County should identify future  
projects and assist the State in setting  
priorities for future T-Works projects.
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WABAUNSEE COUNTY

A

B

BROWN SCHOOL RD……………….G13 - H13

BUFFALO MOUND RD………………..I25 - J25

142 MILE CREEK RD………………FF18 -FF19 C

BRADFORD RD……………………..N26 - FF26 CYCLONE RD…………………………………N4  BRONC RIDER 
RD…………………..W23 - Y23

D

ALLEY RD……………………………………...U4 CEDAR CIRCLE TER.…………….(INSET FF2) E

BLUE HERON RD…………………….T21 - T22 COLDWATER RD…………………….D14 - G14 F

BOX TURTLE RD……………………..S18 - S19 COYOTE RD…………………………..S24 - R26 G
GARFIELD RD………………………….X3 - AA3

GLACIER RD…………………………M27 - M31

H

BARBWIRE RD………………………FF8 - GG8 CHALK MOUND RD………………DD13 - EE13 EIGHT MILE RD………………………Y22 - Y31 HEREFORD RD………………………H12 - H16

BLUESTEM RD…………………………..S9 - Y6 CONVENT RD…………………………..I18 - J18 FAIRVIEW RD…………………….DD28 - GG28 I

BOUCHEY RD………………………….I27 - H29 COTTONTAIL RD……………………..Z27 - Z28 FLINTVIEW RD………………………..K18 - K19 J

GERMANY RD………………………..BB8 - EE8 K

ROAD INDEX BUNNYTRAIL RD………………………..R3 - T3 D RD………………………………….AA1 - BB11 GLADDEN RD…………………………P29 - Q29 KANSA RD…………………………….D17 -

D22 BURR OAK RD………………………..O13 - P12 DAWSON’S HILL RD…………………Q19 - S19 GOLDFINCH RD………………………S28 - S31 KS HWY 138……………………………J18 - J19  DAY RD…………………………………………T1
KS HWY 177……………………………Y1 - AA1

DEEP CREEK RD………………………..L1 - P1 GOOKINS RD………………………….Z28 - Z31 KS HWY 18……………………………..C7 - D11
300TH RD………………………………...Y7 - FF7 CABLE CITY RD…………………………X1 - X7 DES MOINES RD…………………...FF7 - EE10 GOOSEBERRY RD……………………...K8 - N8 KS HWY 180…………………………………...Y1
400TH RD…………………………..GG13 - GG31 CAMPGROUND RD………………………….J19 DIVIDE RD…………………………….R22 - X22 GRAPEVINE RD……………………….J18 - J19 KS HWY 185…………………………………..J15

CARLSON RD……………………….H31 - EE31 DOGWOOD RD……………………….E16 - E17 GRASSLAND RD………………………E23 - I23 KS HWY 195………………………………..DD30

ABARRANT WAY…………………(INSET GG2) CATTTLEMAN RD…………………...M24 - M25 DRAGONFLY RD……………………..B21 - F21 GRAY WOLF RD………………….CC27 - GG27 KS HWY 30……………………………..I26 - K26

AGNES CITY RD………………….EE13 - GG13 CEDAR BLUFF RD……………………...T1 - W1 DRAGOON CREEK RD…………..BB21 - BB31 GREEN ASH RD………………………T24 - U24 KS HWY 31………………………...DD23 - FF31

ALLEN LANE……………………………….CC22 CEDAR CIRCLE…..……………….(INSET FF2) DROVERS TRAIL RD…………………...Q2 - S5 GREENWOOD RD……………………B18 - B21 KS HWY 4……………………………….Z1 - Q31

ALLEN RD…………………………...Z22 - GG19 CEDAR CIRCLE CT……………….(INSET FF2) DRY CREEK RD……………………….L26 - L27 GUNBARREL HILL RD…………...BB16 - BB17 KS HWY 57 …………………………….Z1 - AA1

KS HWY 99………………………….A11 - GG23

ALTA VISTA RD………………………Y6 - CC12              CEDAR POINT DR…………………………..N12 HACKBERRY RD……………………..M29 - P29 KS HWY 99 FRONTAGE SE…………J12 - J13

ANGUS LANE………………………………DD12 CEDAR POINT RD…………………………..N12 EAGLES NEST RD…………………...C22 - E22 HALIFAX RD…………………………..S17 - U17 KS HWY 99 FRONTAGE SW ………...J11 - J13

ANTELOPE CREEK RD……………..B12 - H10 CEMETERY RD………………………..F18 - I18 EAST FLINT HILLS DR…..(INSET CC4 - GG3) HARVEYVILLE RD………………….U31 - DD30 KATY RD……………………………...DD8 - DD9  EAST KAW RESERVE RD………CC16 - GG16
CHADONGA RD…………………FF14 - GG14 EAST SPRINGCREEK RD…………….I17 - J17 HAWK RD……………………………….H24 - I24 KAW RD………………………………..E24 - F24  CHALK RD…………………..X12 - CC13, EE12

HAYFIELD RD……………………………P2 - Q2 KEENE-ESKRIDGE RD……………...K27 - Q27
BADGER RD……………………………...K7 - L7 CHALK LN…………………………………..EE12 ECHO CLIFF LANE………………………….R30 HEADWATERS RD………………..AA20 - AA31 KUENZLI CREEK RD………………...K16 - O16

BALD EAGLE RD……………………..C10 - C11 CHALK/OLD K-4 RD……………...CC12 - EE12 ECHO CLIFF RD……………………...N30 - U30 HENDRICKS CREEK RD……………….K7 - K9 L
BEAVERSTREAM RD………………..H27 - H28 CHAMINGA RD………………………………V25 ELDERBERRY RD……………………A16 - F16 HESSDALE RD……………………….O13 - X17 LAKESHORE DR………………….(INSET EE4)

BEECHER COLONY RD………………..E8 - E9 CHERT RD………………………………..K8 - K9 ELM ST…………………………………………E9 HIGHLINE RD………………………….J14 - K14 LAKEVIEW CIR……………………(INSET EE2)

BETHLEHEM RD………………………L19 - L20 CHICKEN CREEK RD……………BB24 - GG24 ELM CREEK RD…………………..EE21 - EE24 HILLTOP RD……………………………..I30 - I31 LAKEVIEW DR…………………….(INSET EE2)

BISON LN………………………………………I16 CHRISTY RD………………………….Q17 - S17 EMMANUEL RD………………………BB7 - BB8 HINERVILLE RD……………………….J10 - J13 LEWIS BLVD………………………...(INSET H3)

BISON RD………………………………..I16 - I21 CLAPBOARD ACRES RD………………….M13 EMMANUEL RD…………………….BB9 - BB11 HOLSTEIN RD………………………..N21 - O21 LIGHTNING RD……………………AA11 - AA12

BLACK BEAR RD……………………….N6 - M8 CLAPBOARD RAVINE RD………….M13 - M16 EMMONS CREEK RD…………………..E7 - E8 HOLVERSON ISLAND RD…………..B23 - C23 LINDBERGH RD……………………..M10 - M12

BLAZINGSTAR RD…………………...N27 - N31 CLOUDHUNTER RD…………………H19 - H23 EVENING STAR RD…………………CC7 - CC9 HOMESTEAD RD…………………….G12 - G22 LINES RD………………………………..F8 - F11

HUDSON RANCH RD……………………….K20 LITTLE EGYPT RD…………………….W5 - W8

BLUEBIRD RD………………………...G21 - J21 CONEFLOWER RD…………………..B17 - G17 FAIRFIELD RD………………………..M12 - J17 HUNGRY HOLLOW RD………….CC21 - GG21 LITTLE FORD RD……………………….P3 - Q3

BLUESTEM RD…………………………Z6 - AA6             COON CREEK RD………………..BB30 - CC30              FAR WEST RD……………………………H7 - I7 LOCKHART RANCH RD……………..X17 - Y17

BOBCAT RD…………………………..O21 - P21 COPPS STATION RD………………W21 - W22 FIREFLY RD…………………………..T24 - U24 ILLINOIS CREEK RD……………………P9 - X8 LOCUST CREEK RD……………….D19 - DD21

BODARK RD………………………..W28 - CC28 CORRECTION RD…………………….F15 - F25 FIX CEMETERY LANE………………………..S6 INTERSTATE HWY 70 …………………J7 - K31 LOIRE CREEK RD…………………….M8 - O10

BOOTHILL RD………………………..S17 - M20 COTTON RD…………………………..B12 - C12 FLINTROCK RD…………………..BB17 - DD17 IRONHORSE RD………………………L13 - L14 LONGHORN RD………………………P22 - P23
LOOKOUT RD…...…………………...Q14 - Q15

BOULDER RD…………………………...Q1 - Q3 COTTONWOOD RD………………….E22 - E23 FREEDMEN RD……………………..Z10 - CC10 JACKRABBIT RD………………………X5 - AA5 LOW WATER NORTH RD…………..K12 - M11

BOURGMONT RD………………..CC16 - CC17 COWBOY RD……………………………I26 - I27 FRONTIER RD…………………………...P1 -Q1 JAKETOWN RD………………………Q20 - P21 LOW WATER SOUTH RD…………..Q13 - Q14

JAMES ST……………………………(INSET H3) 
M

JUDY ST………………………………………K12           MABY RD………………………………U17 - V20

MAIL ROUTE RD…………………CC17 - CC20

N

O

MAPLE HILL RD………………………..F27 - I27 OLD STONE CHURCH RD…………….I25 - I26

MEADOWLARK RD……………………….I8 - J9 P

OLD K-4 RD…………………………...EE7 - Y22 Q

MANSFIELD RD…………………..DD13 - DD16 OLD POLLY RD……………………..Z25 - AA25 R

MOCKINGBIRD HILL RD………..CC28 - CC30 PAXICO RD…………………………….B20 - J19 S
MONARCH RD………………………..E18 - E19 PEACHY MILLER LANE…………………….N10
MORMON TRAIL RD…………………….Z1 - Z6 SADDLECREEK DR…………………………V31

NIGHTHAWK RD……………………...T24 - T27 PONDEROSA DR………………...(INSET GG3) SILVERBELL RD………………………….I7 - H9

MILITARY TRAIL RD…………………U22 - U24 PANTHER RD……………………………N6 - O6 ROBBERS ROOST RD…………..CC28 - DD28 T

MITCHELL PRAIRIE LANE………….E11 - E12 PAW PAW CREEK RD…………………I12 - I15 ROSS RD………………………………...I30 - I31 THOMPSON RD………………………………..J9
TOD RANCH RD……………………..…I27 - J27  TOD 

RANCH RD………………………J28 - K28

MOURNING DOVE RD……………….Z22 - A27 PEONY RD…………………………….X23 - Y23 SANDHILL CRANE RD………………B15 - B18 TOWNSITE RD…………………….CC11 - FF11

PHEASANT LANE.……………………………I15 TRAILDRIVE 
RD……………………...P17 - Q17MT. MITCHELL RD…………………...D11 - D17 PHILLIPS CREEK LN………………...L10 - M10 SANDPIPER RD…………………..CC22 - CC23 TRAILS END RD………………………...Q7 - Q8

MT. PLEASANT RD……………….EE13 - EE16 PHILLIPS CREEK RD…………………..L5 - L11 SANFORD RD………………………………..Y22 TRI COUNTY RD……………………….W1 - W2
MULBERRY CREEK RD…………….G17 - G19 PICKERING RD………………………………..L2 SANTA FE TRAIL RD…………….FF30 - GG30 TURKEY CREEK RD…………………C20 - G27

PIONEER RD………………………….C22 - H22 SASSAFRASS RD…………………….B18 - F18 TURKEY RD………………………CC15 - GG15

NEHRING BRANCH RD……………..R15 - U20 PLEASANT PLAIN RD………………W25 - Y25 SCHOOLHOUSE RD……………..FF30 - GG30 TWAIN ARBOR…………………….(INSET FF2)

NEWBURY RD…………………………..I18 - I19 PLOWBOY RD…………………………..I19 - I20 SILVERBELL LN……………………….H9 - H10 V

NORTH BRANCH RD………………..Q23 - T23 PONDEROSA PT ………………...(INSET GG3) SKYLINE RD………………………….O13 - R24 VERA RD………………………………..N22 - I23

NORTH KAW RESERVE RD…….BB13 - BB14 POOR FARM RD…………………………….Q13 SNOKOMO RD………………………..J19 - R22 VERA FRONTAGE RD……………….K22 - K24

NORTH MCFARLAND RD……………A15 - J15 POST CREEK RD…………………….K30 - M30 SNOKOMO FRONTAGE NW ………..K19 - K20 VIADUCT RD……………………………..X1 - X2

NORTH MUNKERS CREEK RD……..X2 - AA2 POST CREEK FRONTAGE RD NW ……….K30 SNOKOMO FRONTAGE SE………...K20 - K21 VOLLAND RD…………………………….R6 - U8
SODBUSTER RD…………………CC24 - CC26

LITTLE FORK RD……………………………K18                  NORTH POLE RD………………………..Y8 - Z8               POST CREEK FRONTAGE RD SE..K29 – K30 W
NORTH ROCK CREEK LN…………………...Z9 POTAWATOMI RD……………………………I19 SOLDIER CREEK RD…………….EE24 - EE31 WABAUNSEE RD………………………D9 - N12

NORTH ROCK CREEK RD…………...Z8 - BB9 PRAIRIE FALCON RD……………….Q26 - Q28 SOLOSCHEID RD……………………U13 - U14 WAKARUSA RD………………………X23 - X31

NORTH ROCK CREEK RD………...CC9 - GG9 PRAIRIE ROSE LN……………………Y21 - Z21 S. BOUNDARY RD……………………P26 - P31 WALT TRAIL RD…………………..DD30 - EE30

NORTH SHORE CIR……………(INSET CC3) PRAIRIE VIEW DR………………..(INSET EE2) SOUTHTOWN RD…………………………...N12 WALTON RD………………………CC30 - CC31

PRAIRIE VIEW RD…………………...O15 - O18 STALLION RD………………………….L30 - L31 WAPITI RD………………………………..K9 - L9

PRETTY CREEK RD…………………..I12 - J12 STAMPEDE RD………………………..L25 - L26 WARREN RD……………………...……I23 - 126
OLD K-10 RD…………………………...N12 - X1 PRONGHORN RD…………………FF25 - FF29 STARGRASS RD………………….AA25 - BB25 WASHINGTON ST…………………………….Y1  OLD K-18 RD…………………………...N1 - N12

STEAMBOAT RD …………………….B23 - C23 WATERMAN CROSSING RD…………J26 - I26
STOCKGROWER RD…………………...P1 - O5 WELLS CREEK RD…………………..C11 - C19

OLD K-99 RD………………………….E11 - F11 QUAIL RD……………………………….I16 - J16 STONE BARN RD……………………..G8 - G11 WEST BOUNDARY RD……………...C12 - D12
OLD LOG HOUSE RD…………….BB28 - BB31 QUAKER RD………………………..W29 - BB29 STONE FENCE LANE……………………….L11 WEST BRANCH RD……………………..S5 - T6

STROWIGS MILL RD…………………C20 - J20 WEST FLINT HILLS DR…..(INSET BB3 - GG2)

SUNFLOWER DR…………………(INSET CC3) WEST SPRING CREEK RD……………P3 - Q8

MARIAN AVE………………………..(INSET H3) OLD STONE FORT RD ………………...R3 - U3 RANCH RD……………………………………K28 SUNFLOWER RD……………………...J15 - J17 WHITE SAND RD……………………..B21 - B24

MASSASOIT RD……………………...Q28 - Y27 OLD TOWNSHIP RD……………..(INSET CC1) RATTLESNAKE RD………………CC14 - DD14 SUNNYSIDE RD……………………...M28 - Q28 WHITETAIL RD……………………...X24 - AA24  RED BRIDGE RD…………………DD30 - DD31

MASTADON RD…………………………I21 - I23 OTTER RD…………………………….B19 - C19 REDBUD LN……………………….(INSET EE4) SWEET WILLIAM RD………………...R27 - S27 WILD PLUM RD……………………….V26 - V27

MCFARLAND RD……………………..L13 - K15 OWL RD………………………………...H14 - I14 RED FOX RD…………………………………K15 SWITCHGRASS RD…………………...X4 - AA4 WILDCAT HOLLOW RD..…………….P25 - T25

MCFARLAND FRONTAGE RD N……J13 - J15 OX TEAM RD……………………...FF29 - GG29 RIDGE RD …………………………….R12 - R13 SYCAMORE CREEK RD………………..T1 - T4 WILLARD RD…………………………..I27 - H31

RIVERVIEW RD………………………C23 - C24             SYCAMORE CREEK LN……………………...S2            WILLMETT CROSSING RD…………G28 - H28

WILMINGTON RD………………….FF29 - FF31

MILLER RD………………………..DD29 - GG29 PARK IV LN………………………..(INSET GG4) ROCKTON RD ………………………..R21 - X21 TABOR VALLEY RD…………………….G7 - G8 WINDEMERE WAY……………….(INSET DD1)

MISSION VALLEY RD………………W23 - W31 PARK VALLEY RD…………………...M13 - N13 ROCKY LEDGE CT.………………(INSET DD1) TALLGRASS RD…………………………D8 - K7 WINDY HILL RD………………………K26 - N26

MISSIONVIEW RD……………………S22 - S23 PARKDALE RD……………………BB13 - CC13 ROCKY LEDGE DR.………………(INSET DD1) TALLGRASS FRONTAGE NW ………….J7 - J8 WOODY CREEK RD…………………O21 - O22

MISSILE BASE RD…………………...R24 - Q26 PAVILLION RD…………………………..H8 - I12 ROPER LANE………………………………….L9 TEMPLIN RD……………………………..U1 - U3 WRANGLER RD…………………..EE14 - EE15

This map was created by R&S Digital Services, Inc. for Wabaunsee  County, KS 

with information gathered from various sources. R&S Digital  Services, Inc. does 

not warranty nor assume any responsibility for the  accuracy of this map.
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Scenic Byways of Wabaunsee County

Mill Creek Scenic Byway

Native Stone 
Scenic Byway
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Trails
Flint Hills Gravel Route

Bikers and hikers alike are able to enjoy 

Wabaunsee County as part of the 431.5 mile Flint 

Hills Gravel Route. The route begins in South 

Central Nebraska and continues through North 

Central Oklahoma. The trail extends through

the Flint Hills ecoregion and travelers will pass 

through Alma and Eskridge.
Echo Cliff Nature Trails

Echo Cliff Park (see Parks section) is located south of 

Maple Hill. There are nature trails in the park with views

of sandstone and large sculptures.

Figure 29: View of the Wabaunsee Pines Golf Course

CULTURE & RECREATION

Golf Courses
Wabaunsee Pines Golf Course

Wabaunsee Pines Golf Course welcomes all 

to their 9 hole golf course located near Lake 

Wabaunsee.

OVERVIEW
Nature and culture collide in the Flint Hills of Kansas. Wabaunsee County offers unforgettable events, trails and parks that offer 
breathtaking scenery, museums that take you back in time, farms that are dedicated to the conservation of the Flint Hills, and art 
galleries that focus on community.

This chapter features many cultural and recreational assets and explores them based on their classification: trails, golf courses, parks 
and city parks, cultural features, agritourism and nature reserves, museums, and historic sites.

Parks
Mount Mitchell Heritage Prairie

The Mount Mitchell Heritage Prairie Park is a 45-

acre public park known for its breathtaking views of 

the Flint Hills and its wildflowers. The park also has 

a historical link to the Anti-Slavery Freestate

Beecher Bible and Rifle Colony.

Echo Cliff Park

Located near Maple Hill on Highway 4, Echo Cliff 

Park offers unusual folk art signs, picnic tables, and 

shelter overlooking the Mission Creek and the 

natural fifty foot cliffs that give the park its name.

Figure 28: Echo Cliff Park

City Parks
Alma City Park

The Alma City Park features a Municipal 

Swimming Pool and a playground. There is 

also the historic Stone House in the Park.

Alma McKnight Park

Softball, baseball, T-ball fields, tennis courts, 

playground equipment, and concessions stand 

are all located at McKnight Park. There is also 

camping stalls for tents and RVs.
Eskridge City Park

The Eskridge City Park is known as a 

community gathering place for events ranging 

from community picnics to parades. The park 

features a basketball court, a place to play a 

game of horseshoes, and a bandstand in the 

National Register of Historic Places. An All 

Veterans Memorial was recently added to the 

southeast section of the park. 

Harveyville Park

In 2016, Harveyville Park got a makeover. With 

CDBG funds and the support of the community, 

the park now features a playground structure, a 

picnic pavilion shelter, and a basketball court.

Lake Wabaunsee

Situated just west of Eskridge, Lake 

Wabaunsee is a spring fed lake nestled into the 

Flint Hills. Lake Wabaunsee offers recreational 

opportunities to the public such as camping, 

fishing, boating, and swimming.
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Maple Hill City Park

Maple Hill City Park is located on the southern 

portion of the city. The park offers picnic benches, 

a baseball field, and a variety of playground 

equipment.

McFarland City Park

McFarland has a rich history with baseball, which is 

still evident today at McFarland City Park. The park 

features a large baseball field, a basketball court, a 

sheltered picnic area, and a variety of play 

equipment.

Paxico Park

In 2016, Paxico Park was renovated to include a 

large playground, picnic shelter, and plenty of play 

space.

Mill Creek Campground & RV Park

Mill Creek Campground & RV Park just southwest 

of Paxico offers 47 equipped campsites, cabins, 

tent stalls and a playground.

Cultural Features
Flint Hills Stone Cellars

Within Wabaunsee County there are 58 known 

historic stone cellars and there are over 270 within 

the Flint Hills Region. Stone cellars from the late 

1800s to the early 1900s are man-made and 

typically feature an arched-roof in native stone. 

These structures were mostly built as root cellars 

or storm shelters but they also may have been 

dugout homes. The Volland Store offers tours in 

the spring and fall. 

Kansas Flint Hills Barn Quilt Trail

One of the unique features about Wabaunsee 

County is the Flint Hills Barn Quilt Trail. There are 

nearly 50 Quilt Blocks that are painted on boards 

and can be found on barns, homes, businesses, and 

other structures. These blocks celebrate

the agricultural history and culture that is so 

important to the Flint Hills.

Native Stone Scenic Byway

A 75-mile route between Wabaunsee County and 

Shawnee County along K-4 and K-99 offers

visitors a glimpse of walls, bridges, and buildings 

constructed of limestone native to the region.

The Harveyville Project

The Harveyville Project is housed in what was once 

a high school and elementary school in Harveyville. 

This unique workshop and retreat venue provides 

lodging and innovative classroom spaces for events 

that attract guests from all over the United States.

Figure 30: Barn quilt, Maple Hill

Agritourism & Nature Reserves
Flint Hills Prairie Bison Reserve

The North American bison has been the provider 

on the prairie for thousands of years. The Flint Hills 

Prairie Bison Reserve, near Alta Vista, focuses on 

the conservation of the prairie, education

for the public, and the restoration of the bison 

population within the Flint Hills.

Alpacas of Wildlcat Hollow

Situated just outside of Eskridge is a 99 acre 

Alpaca farm. This farm offers education, support in 

husbandry, and farm design. They also have an 

online store of Alpaca themed clothing, 

accessories, and toys.

Wabaunsee County Bumpkin Pumpkin Patch

Each October the Wabaunsee County Bumpkin 

Pumpkin Patch, located southeast of Harveyville, 

attracts visitors from all over the county. They offer 

hayrides, homemade treats, and a variety of 

pumpkins, gourds, and squash to bring home.

Plumlee Buffalo Ranch

Plumlee Buffalo Ranch is located just north of Alma 

in Wabaunsee County. It serves both agricultural 

and agritourism purposes and is known for 

breeding bison.

Figure 31: Mill Creek Lodge

Mill Creek Lodge at Volland Point 

Mill Creek Lodge at Volland Point on the 

Claussen Ranch is a rustic 1865 ranchstead

located on the scenic Mill Creek in the Flint Hills 

area below Volland Hill. The Mill Creek Lodge 

has an event center and a large ranch 

barn available for weddings, family gatherings, 

and business meetings. 

Alma Creamery

Alma Creamery has been making cheeses on-

site since 1946. It offers a variety of cheeses, 

including naturally smoked cheeses.

Prairie Thunder Elk

Prairie Thunder Elk offers an opportunity for the 

public to visit and learn about elk. They also sell 

food items such as elk snack sticks and elk 

steaks.
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Southeast Stone Arch Bridge
A single paved roadway encircles the New Deal-era 
Wabaunsee lake and includes this historic arch 
bridge. The construction of the Southeast three-arch 
stone bridge took place in 1937- 1938 and was 
funded by the Works Progress Administration. It 
remains an integral part of the historic road system 
encircling Lake Wabaunsee

Stone Arch Bridge
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FLOOD RISK

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) oversees flooding and 
flood-related issues in the United States. FEMA defines levels of flood risk, 
including the 100- and 500-year floods. Flooding is a concern for 
communities within Wabaunsee County, especially those near the Kansas 
River and within the floodplain.

The map shown in this figure displays the level of flood risk that Wabaunsee 
County experiences. Each communities’ level of flood risk, described below, 
is visible in the community trends section of this report.

High risk indicates that the area has a one percent chance of being flooded 
in any given year -- otherwise known as a 100-year flood. Moderate risk 
indicates a 0.2 percent chance of being flooded in any given year –
otherwise known as the 500-year flood. A low risk means that an area has 
less than 0.2 percent annual chance of being flooded in any given year.

Maple Hill is the only community that is completely within a low flood risk 
area. Eskridge, McFarland, and Harveyville have considerable portions of 
their communities that are within a high flood risk. Paxico is almost 
completely within a high flood risk area, which has the potential to pose 
challenges to the community if precautions are not taken.  
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Source: U.S. Army photo by Sgt. David Reardon, 1st Sustainment Brigade

CHAPTER 2: 

Communities



COMMUNITIES
Wabaunsee County is a large rural county  just west of Topeka, the Kansas State  
Capitol. The county is comprised of  thirteen communities, seven of which are 
incorporated towns: Alma, Alta  Vista, Eskridge, Harveyville, Maple Hill, McFarland, 
and Paxico. The unincorporated  communities include Allendorf, Volland, 
Wabaunsee,  Wilmington, Hessdale, and Chalk. Wabaunsee County also includes 
Lake  Wabaunsee where many residents find  warm-weather recreation and reside 
throughout the year.
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ALMA
Alma is a small community of German heritage and part of the Scenic Mill Creek Drive 
and the Native Stone Scenic Byway. Located near I-70, Alma was declared the county 
seat in 1866  after two votes and the records were moved  from Wabaunsee Township 
to Alma.  
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ALMA
Infrastructure

Gas: The gas line between Alma and Wamego  
is circa 1958 and undersized. Kansas Gas 
supplies the gas and Alma owns the line.
There is currently a gas line project 
underway in 2019.

Water: The source of water is the watershed  
lake. The water line system contains old  
lines that need improvement. Currently 
the  city is replacing lines as they need 
repair.

Sewer System: The  sewer treatment plant 
and  fourth lagoon cell are fairly new. The 
sewer lines  have also been lined recently. 

Drainage: There are localized flooding in 
isolated areas  from the Co-op south and in 
the alley between 5th & 6th Street between 
Missouri and Kansas Street. The south end of 
town needs storm sewers. 

Development Opportunities

Housing: The city would like to see Park  Valley 
developed in the future. Currently, there are 
available lots and any purchased lots are 
undeveloped as streets and sewer need to be 
constructed in one area.

Commercial: A  neighborhood revitalization 
plan is currently available for commercial 
property county-wide.

City Park: Recreation facilities are in good  
shape. The city recently upgraded playground 
equipment in the park.

Streets: Sidewalks to various destinations are 
being  improved. A one cent sidewalk 
improvement  tax is available for 
improvements.
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ALMA
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Infrastructure

Water: The water tower has recently
been repainted and the water lines
are in good condition.

Street: There is chip and seal deterioration  
especially at Park and Logan St.

Drainage: There have been some 
drainage  issues during recent rainfall 
events.

City Park: The city would like to enclose  
Shelter Park. Enclosing it is less of a 
liability  and would save money. The 
dugouts and  fence can be purchased 
from the school.

Development 

Opportunities

Infill development: Alta Vista needs 
housing  stock and would like to annex 
vacant land south  of town. Currently 
there is no infrastructure to serve this 
area and they would like to  pursue 
funding.

ALTA VISTA
Alta Vista has a Spanish meaning of “high  view” and was named because of its  elevation. Before 
being settled as Alta Vista,  this area was a German settlement called  Templin. The city was 
founded in 1887 and  incorporated in 1905.

Rehabilitation: There are a handful of  
dilapidated structures that need to be 
torn  down. Most houses are renovated 
and there  is no new construction 
occurring in town.

Economic Development: The city  
acknowledges they need to pursue 
more  residents and businesses in 
town.
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ALTA VISTA
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ESKRIDGE
The City of Eskridge was laid out in 1868.  The town experienced growth in 1880 when  the railroad 
was built through it.

Eskridge is named for Charles V. Eskridge,  an Emporia, Kansas, journalist and politician.
Colonel Ephraim Sanford, the founder of  the town company allowed Eskridge to buy  the first lot 
and have the town named after  him. Eskridge served in both houses of the Kansas legislature and 
was elected as  lieutenant governor under Governor James M. Harvey in 1869.

In 1943, German and Italian prisoners of  World War II were brought to Kansas and  other 
Midwest states as a means of solving  the labor shortage caused by American men  serving in 
the war effort. Large internment camps were established in Kansas: Camp  Concordia, Camp 
Funston (at Fort Riley),  Camp Phillips (at Salina under Fort Riley).  Fort Riley established 12 
smaller branch  camps, including one west of Eskridge at  Lake Wabaunsee.

Eskridge is host to several annual events  including the Eskridge Labor Day Rodeo,  Veteran’s Day 
Parade, Fourth of July picnic  in the park, a fireworks display at Lake  Wabaunsee and the Eskridge 
Fall Festival.  Come spend a day with us and enjoy the  relaxed atmosphere of small town 
America.

Source: City of Eskridge
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Infrastructure

Sewer System: The City will be making  
improvements to the sewer system 
including  lagoon improvements, and sewer 
line  replacement and lining. 

Water: The City has improved its water  
system with upgrades to the water 
treatment  plant.

Gas:  The gas distribution system is 
city owned. There is a need to bury 
some exposed gas lines.

City Park: Eskridge has a beautiful city park.  
Some potential improvements include lights  
on the baseball fields. The park is 
supported by the Eskridge Park Foundation, 
a 501c(3) formed two years ago. The park 
contains  the Eskridge Bandstand which was 
recently added to the National Register of 
Historic Places, and also contains an All 
Veteran’s Memorial.  Additional amenities 
are desired to add to the city park. 

City Pool: There is an opportunity to make  
some improvements around the City Pool  
with the addition of playground 
equipment  and a picnic shelter.

ESKRIDGE
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Development Opportunities

Housing: There are some residential  
structures that should be demolished 
for  safety reasons. A housing 
rehabilitation  program could be helpful 
to make the  community safer and more 
attractive.

Historic Buildings: The downtown area 
of  Eskridge has several historic 
buildings.  Some of these buildings need 
to be  rehabilitated with care to 
preserve the  historic character of the 
buildings. There are  grants and tax 
credits available to assist the  funding of 
such improvements.

Redevelopment Opportunity: The old  
school building in Eskridge has great 
potential for redevelopment and

economic use. The Flint Hills Regional
Council has a  Brownfields Assessment 
Grant that could  evaluate if there is any 
contamination in the  building such as 
asbestos and lead based  paint. This grant 
could develop a cleanup  plan and evaluate 
the potential for reuse of  the building. 

The adaptive re-use of this building as a 
community center may fit in well with the 
recreational zone (pool and ballfields)  
adjacent to it. Other future improvements: 
The city would  like to pursue residential 
rehabilitation to maintain home values as 
well as expansion of the library internet 
service.

Recreational 
Complex

City 
Park

ESKRIDGE

42   WABAUNSEE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN | COMMUNITIES



HARVEYVILLE

Source:  Jodi Cedarquist

The City of Harveyville was platted in 1880 

by the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 

Railway.  Settlers lived in the area for 25 

years prior, called the Dragoon creek 

settlement. The town was named for Henry 

Harvey, a missionary to the Shawnee Indians 

who homesteaded at in the settlement after 

the creation of the Kansas Territory.  

Harveyville was a known stop on the 

Underground Railroad via the Harris house 

providing movement for slaves to freedom. 

Harveyville was incorporated in 1905.

Today, Harveyville is home to: The 

Harveyville Project, an Artist Residency and 

Sculpture Garden focused on fiber as an 

artistic medium. 

Bell Wildlife Specialties, professional 

outfitting and taxidermy, the First National 

Bank of Harveyville, small bank appeal with 

big bank services, Harveyville Seed Co., Inc., 

provider of farm and ranch supplies and 

services.
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Infrastructure Needs

Sewer System: Since 2003 Harveyville has made 

two major improvements to the system utilizing 

CDBG grants.  The first constructed a third 

lagoon cell, a new lift station and a generator 

backup while improving surface water 

infiltration to specific locations. The second 

project was after the tornado in 2012.  This 

project focused on removal of tornado debris, 

de-sludging, facility repairs and improved 

erosion control.  Future plans should focus on 

an aging collection system.

Water: Since 1995 the city has utilized two 

CDBG grants for major water improvements.  

The first installed a new distribution system.  

The second

addressed an aging water treatment facility 

while aligning with the desire of state agencies 

to regionalize water resources.  Today, 

Harveyville contracts with Osage City to treat 

and Burlingame to transport water purchased 

out of Melvern reservoir.   

Future plans should include a study to evaluate 

water quality and overhead expenses affecting 

rates.  Areas of focus to include water 

distribution, flushing and reviewing the 

purchase contracts. 

Gas: The city owns a gas distribution system 

including the service line from the junction of 

highways K-99 and K-31 to town.  Future 

projects will focus on line safety, valve 

replacement and potential burial of the service 

line.

HARVEYVILLE
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Municipal property improvements: The current 

city hall has water infiltration issues and 

needs repair.  The city shop has roof leaks 

and is an aging facility in need of repairs.  A 

study should be conducted to evaluate 

options between repairs and new 

construction.

Community Senior Center: Harveyville has an 

active senior group whose’ members extend 

beyond the city limits.   Currently, there is 

not a community owned facility for them to 

meet.  This is a desired facility within the 

community.  Potential efficiencies may exist 

in the development of senior, community 

health and recreational programs.

City Park: A new playground and tornado shelter 

was recently constructed with CDBG funds.  

A need has been expressed for a walking 

trail and other healthy living initiatives.  

Improvements to the ball fields are also 

identified as a priority.  The recreational 

needs of the community extend beyond the 

city limits.  Exploration of funding the 

community needs beyond the city budget 

will be required to expand services.  

Health Care:  Currently there is no local 

health care beyond the Wabaunsee 

County Health Department.  The need 

for increased services were expressed 

with a focus on seniors and those with 

transportation needs.  Explore increased 

local clinics, mobile clinics and county 

supported transportation services.

Library:  The Harveyville Mini Library is part 

of the Pottawatomie-Wabaunsee 

Regional Library and was originally built 

by the Harveyville Lions Club.  It was 

suggested to explore options on how to 

expand internet access for families 

without home internet during hours 

when the library is closed.  

Long Term Plan:  The city council should 

review and update the “Harveyville Long 

Term Plan” on an annual basis. 

HARVEYVILLE
Streets: The streets are approximately six-year 

old asphalt resulting from a CDBG grant.  
Focus should include maintenance of these 
asphalt roads.  There currently are minimal 
sidewalks for walkers. 

Drainage: Ditches and culverts need attention 
to improve drainage.  There are no serious 
flooding issues with only a small area 
existing inside the federal flood plain.

Emergency Services:  Harveyville is served 

by RFD #3 a volunteer fire department 

for fire and first responder services.  A 

noted concern is the availability of 

volunteer’s on week days when many 

are at work.  Law enforcement is 

provided by the Wabaunsee County 

Sherriff.  Noted is the importance of 

increased patrol officers and improved 

response times.
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HARVEYVILLE
Development Opportunities

Housing:. There are many empty lots in the community and a few dilapidated structures.  Promoting 

development and rehabilitation of these should be considered. 

The city recently participated in developing a senior housing duplex utilizing a tax credit program in 

conjunction with Osage County Economic Development.   Future should consider additional similar 

projects focused on both seniors or younger working families.

Economic Development: The community noted the importance economic development for the area.  

An interchange with K-31 and KTA I-335 is believed to open development opportunities.  A joint effort 

with Burlingame and Osage County should be considered.

A much-needed business is a convenience store to supply basic needs as there is no grocery store.

Broadband: The city is served by Mercury Wireless and Century Link. Quality of cellular coverage 

varies by carrier.
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MAPLE HILL
Maple Hill is located two miles north of  
Interstate 70 and just minutes from the  state 
capital, Topeka. In 2018 Maple Hill was  home 
to 620 residents.

The beginning of Maple Hill is intertwined  
with the Potawatomi Indian Reservation.
In 1848, the Jesuits tried to convince  the 
Indians that a better location was on  the 
north side of the Kansas River, but  some 
stayed on the south side and the
government built grist mills on Mill 
Creek  to assist the Indians in milling 
grain. Maple  Hill’s name arose from a 
small grove of  maple trees on a knoll 
near the Waterman’s  house. Rufus 
Waterman was one of the first  settlers 
of the area.

Over the next ten years, Maple Hill formed a  
solid settlement with ranching and farming.  
In 1874 Santa Fe Railway officials and their  
families moved into

the area. Like much of  the West, Maple Hill 
anticipated the arrival of the railroad  
and interest in land and prices soared. W.J. 
Tod built his ranch into a world renown cattle 
ranch. The ranch was originally  owned by Mr. 
Fowler. Tod brought several  families from his 
native Scotland to work on  the ranch and 
Maple Hill became a Scottish  community.

Maple Hill is home to the Maple Hill 
Elementary School Cowboys, a part of the 
consolidated Mill Creek Valley school 
district that is just a  short distance from the 
middle school,  junior high and high school 
of the county’s  consolidated school system. 
The Maple Hill  community is also home to 
St. Vianney’s  Catholic School (K-12) 
operating as a home school co-op.

Sunset Ridge Development has been  
developing on the west side of Maple Hill. A  
senior citizen’s center sits on the east side  of 
the town’s main street.
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Infrastructure

Drainage: There is  flooding in some 
areas which needs to be  addressed.

Sewer: Recently, a half million dollars was
spent on lining the existing sewer system.

Sidewalks: There is potential for 
sidewalk improvements in the 
residential  neighborhoods.

Schools: Maple Hill has K-4 currently and
would like to get the pre-K back in
Maple Hill.

Future growth: In 2018, the city council  
passed a temporary moratorium to halt 
any  new construction till January 1st, 
2019 until  more water infrastructure is 
built. The water  tower built in 1924 is 
undersized for fire and water service. A 
new tower is slated for 2020. Currently, 
Maple Hill is served by three  wells, but 
one more is needed. 

MAPLE HILL
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MAPLE HILL
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MCFARLAND
McFarland was founded in 1887 by S.R.  Fairfield. McFarland was incorporated in  1903. The town was 
platted at the Rock  Island Railroad point where the rail branched  northwest to Denver and the 
Pacific coast,  as well as branching southwest toward the Gulf of Mexico. Railroad activity peaked in  
the 1920’s then began to dwindle in the  1950’s as railroad facilities were reduced  in town. Although 
there is little business in  McFarland, this small bedroom community  is actually seeing a population 
increase in  recent years.

McFarland is a charming, quiet and proud  small town located along beautiful Mill Creek  in the Flint 
Hills of Wabaunsee County. A  friendly community with low taxes, breathtaking natural surroundings 
and vistas. The town maintains  an outstanding city park with tennis court,  basketball court, covered 
picnic tables and a  ball field for all the town celebrations. A rich  historical display is housed in the 
renovated  depot that serves as City Hall.
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Infrastructure

Sewer System: The City has made  
investments in the sewer system recently 
as  well as to the streets.

Water: The City has improved its water 
system with upgrades to the water 
treatment  plant.

Gas: City owns the gas line from Highway 99  
to town.

City Park: McFarland has a beautiful city 
park. Future potential improvements 
include  upgrade the restroom and shelter 
house.

Drainage: The City noted some 
drainage  ditches in town need to be 
improved.

Development Opportunities

Housing: There are some residential  
structures that require demolition for  
safety reasons. A housing rehabilitation  
program could be helpful to make the  
community safer and more attractive.

Historic Buildings: The downtown area has  
several historic buildings which could be 
rehabilitated with care  to preserve the 
historic character of the  buildings. There 
are grants and tax credits  available to 
assist the funding of such  improvements.

MCFARLAND

WABAUNSEE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN | COMMUNITIES    51



MCFARLAND
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PAXICO
In 1869 the Potawatomi Indian Reservation  was opened for settlement. Newbury located  one mile 
north of Paxico began in 1869 in  anticipation of the railroad. “Old” Paxico,  located one mile east of 
Paxico, began in  1879 when the Strowig Mill was built by two  brothers, Robert and William 
Strowig. A few  other settlers established a post office and  general store. Meanwhile a St. Mary’s 
businessman  purchased a small tract of land because of  his anticipation that the railroad would be  
laid through this area next to “Old” Paxico.  He then formed the Paxico Town Company  with two 
other gentlemen. This area began  to develop and in 1887 the rail was finally  laid through the 
settlement. With this new  activity “Old” Paxico and Newbury faded away and Paxico grew. The 
town of Paxico was incorporated in 1914.

Today Paxico is a mecca for antique  shoppers and jazz fans. The Paxico Blues  Festival is held every 
September.

WABAUNSEE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN | COMMUNITIES    53



Infrastructure

Sewer System: The sewer system was  installed 
in 1973. At this age, maintenance  of an 
aging system is an ongoing need as well as 
improving manholes.. The  lagoon is in good 
shape having been recently  improved.

Water: The city may need a new water 
treatment system in  the future. Currently, 
the need is to maintain and improve water 
quality.

Drainage: Storm sewer and flood mitigation is 
an issue in parts of town. See flood map  
for Zone A boundaries.

City Park: The playground has been recently  
improved and is well used, even at night.
Need to improve lighting. Tennis courts 
are  the next goal.

Senior Center: The center requires parking  
lot improvements.

PAXICO

Development Opportunities

Historic Buildings: The downtown area has 
several historic buildings. Some of 
these  buildings need to be 
rehabilitated with care  to preserve the 
historic character of the  buildings. 
There are grants and tax credits  
available to assist the funding of such  
improvements.

Redevelopment Opportunity: The 
community  would consider more 
streetscape  improvements to 
downtown. This is the site  of the jazz 
festival and antique shops.

54   WABAUNSEE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN | COMMUNITIES



PAXICO

Source Mill Creek Antiques, Paxico
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LAKE WABAUNSEE 
Lake Wabaunsee Improvement District

In 1943, German and Italian prisoners of World War II were brought to Kansas and other Midwest 
states as a means of solving the labor shortage caused by American men serving in the war effort. 
Large internment camps were established in Kansas: Camp Concordia, Camp Funston (at Fort Riley), 
Camp Phillips (at Salina under Fort Riley).Fort Riley established 12 smaller branch camps, including 
one west of Eskridge at Lake Wabaunsee. 

Lake Wabaunsee is located five miles west of Eskridge on Highway K99 and K4. The lake is one of only 
a handful in Kansas that has cottages and year-round homes right on the lake shore. The City of 
Eskridge purchased the lake from the Lake Wabaunsee Corporation in 1937. It is a great source for our 
public water supply and recreational uses. Nestled in the Flint Hills, the drive around the lake is well 
worth making a side trip to see. A trip around the lake and you will see why this is a special place. 

In 1978 the property owners at the lake formed the Lake Wabaunsee Improvement District.  The LWID 
is responsible for maintaining the roads, operation of the water system, operation of the sewer 
system, snow removal from the roads, trash collection, and appearance of property around the Lake.

.

Infrastructure

Wabaunsee Lake: Owned by the City, there  are some improvements that could make the lake more 
useable such as improvements to the bathrooms, adding a shower house,  extending water to the 
camp sites and  replacing the shelters.
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VOLLAND
Volland is a former railroad community. Volland opened a post office in 1887 that was 
discontinued in 1955. This rail community, though, is known for the Volland Store, a general 
store built in 1913 by the Kratzer Brothers Mercantile. It was filled with every kind of 
merchandise and it quickly became more than just a store, then as now, it was the social and 
cultural center of Volland and the surrounding community.

Source: The Volland Store

Volland in 1901

Source: Wikipedia: Volland, Kansas
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WABAUNSEE Township

Wabaunsee is an unincorporated community  of Wabaunsee County that was founded in  1855. It is 
located along Kansas Highway 18 in the northwestern  corner of the  county, just south of the 
Kansas River. Wabaunsee was the county seat until the  position was transferred to Alma after the  
Civil War.

Wabaunsee Township is home to the Beecher  Bible and Rifle Church, named after the  abolitionist 
Henry Ward Beecher who helped  supply rifles for those seeking asylum  through the Underground 
Railroad.

HESSDALE
Located six miles south of Alma, Kansas, Hessdale was a major cattle shipping railhead on the 
ATSF spur line. The town was first called Bismarck and then renamed Hailfax in 1885. 

Small rail depot next to the 
Hessdale stockyards, seen in the 
background

Source: Wabaunsee County  
Historical Society & Museum
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CHAPTER 3:
Goals & Strategies



GOALS & STRATEGIES
The goals and strategies are a product of Steering Committee members, public input and 

continuation from the 2004 plan.  There was much discussion on the topic of windfarms in 

Wabaunsee County.   Residents are divided over the future of windfarms in the county, many feel 

that it is an individual property rights issue as well as could provide additional revenue for the 

county and others are passionate about maintaining the “pristine prairie”.  The Wabaunsee County 

Planning and Zoning Board indicated that windfarms would not be included in their goals, but not 

necessarily the consensus of the entire committee, and therefore is not included in the goals.  

Through the survey residents expressed their priorities for their county for the future:

- Land Use

- Economic Development

- Cultural

- Facilities and Infrastructure
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GOALS & STRATEGIES
LAND USE GOALS 

Organize Land Use Pattern
Establish an organized pattern of land use with controlled and smart growth that brings prosperity to 
Wabaunsee County while also respecting its rural character. 

1.1   Promote growth north of I-70 and preservation south of I-70

1.2   Encourage new development along KS-99 Super 2 highway

1.3   Focus growth within or near existing communities by promoting new and infill     residential 
and commercial development .

1.4   Limit residential building in areas of unmaintained roads

1.5   Implement subdivision requirement of direct access to paved roads.

Source:  Jodi Cedarquist
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Protect Natural Resources
Develop realistic plans to protect natural resources such as the agricultural land, landscape, 
scenic views and Flint Hills through regulatory policies.

2.1  Protect form incompatible and intrusive development policies

2.2  Implement road use fees for quarries to offset roadway and bridge damage. 

2.3  Continue usage of the quarry 24-point criteria for conditional use permits.

2.4  Review subdivision ordinance for 3,5, 10 and 40 acre rules.

2.5  Develop agricultural preservation policies.

Provide Affordable Housing
Provide affordable and good quality housing with respect to current deficiencies and future needs. 
Renovate older, dilapidated structures and encourage new construction.

3.1   Diversify housing stock. Housing options and opportunities that accommodate a range of 
incomes and variety of lifestyles  essential for creating strong, diverse neighborhoods 
located within existing city limits. This includes market rate and affordable housing, 
owner and rental occupied, single family, multi-family, housing for seniors and special 
needs.

3.2   Conduct a housing needs assessment (HAT) to identify and evaluate needs. Prioritize 
county housing needs.

3.2   Expand senior housing

3.3   Work with government partners and affordable housing developers to develop new, 
affordable, single-family housing

Renovate Old Structures

4.1   Rehabilitate existing homes through home improvement loan incentives.

4.2   Remove dilapidated structures- Adopt chronically vacant structure fees used in adjacent 
counties.

4.3  Identify any vacant land for development within city limits.

Encourage Construction

5.1   Provide financial incentives from federal home loan banks

5.2   Develop housing grant community programs

5.3   Identify future growth areas for development served by utilities

5.4   Establish rural housing incentives
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CULTURAL GOALS 

Maintain Rural Character
Maintain the rural character of the county with respect to its landscape, open spaces, scenery, peace 
tranquility, and solitude

1.1   Preserve visual and cultural assets such as historic stone structures, walls,  landmarks and 
historical sites.

1.2   New construction to be compatible to existing structures in downtown  business districts.

1.3   Encourage beautification within  communities through landscaping with focus on entrances to the 
community,  downtown business districts and new  housing.

1.4  Discourage chronically vacant structures
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Promote Historic Preservation

Promote historic preservation, protect and restore historic properties, old limestone buildings, and 
landmarks in the county. 

2.1   Expansion of museum hours.

2.2   Expand scenic byways and improve signage.

2.3   Provide comprehensive inventory of all Wabaunsee County Historic properties.

2.4   Provide information on how to  preserve  historic buildings through  available grants and tax 
credits.

2.5   Apply for Kansas Historic Preservation Survey Grant (county  or city-wide)

2.6   Create marketing brochure of historic properties.

2.7   Allocate county funds for preservation.

Develop Tourism Programs 

Develop tourism program involving historic properties, nature of rural character, and scenic landscape.

3.1  Develop website of historic and cultural assets as well as agri-tourism in the county. 

3.2  Continue participation in regional marketing for tourism.

3.3  Implement existing and new social media to include county/city events and businesses.

3.4  Increase visibility on I-70 for tourism and services.

3.5 Develop a wayfinding  signage plan throughout Wabaunsee County.

3.6 Locate and develop a  Flint Hills Regional Tourism Center on I-70.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

Industry Growth
Develop moderate and slight growth  businesses, industries, and services with  small-scale 

employment adjacent to cities  and the I-70 corridor.

1.1  Encourage larger commercial industrial development with a conditional use  permit.

1.2  Maintain and retain existing business with state/federal programs.

1.3  Consider I-335 access to Harveyville and Burlingame to encourage economic development in  
southern Wabaunsee County.
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Small Business Growth

2.1   Manage the size and type of businesses through the use of conditional use permits.

2.2   Encourage businesses to locate within cities/downtowns.

Attract and Retain New Labor Force

Attract and retain population and labor force.

3.1  Promote Wabaunsee County Rural Opportunity Zones with the county assisting communities to 
capitalize on zones. http://www.kansascommerce.com/320/Rural-Opportunity-Zones

3.2  Develop housing in appropriate areas in cities. Ensure affordable housing availability especially for 
young families/residents moving into the county.

3.3  Attract a healthcare facility.

3.4  Develop better broadband service by lobbying and mapping coverage as a county.

3.5  Retain youth through entrepreneurial programs such as Network Kansas and E- Programs in 
schools.

FACILITIES &  INFRASTRUCTURE GOALS

Schools and Day Care

1.1   Identify after school programs

1.2   School renovations

1.3   Implement the K-State Extension survey of needs and grants for day care.

1.4   Establish an accredited preschool.

1.5   Research grants and lenders for preschool development

1.6   Improve  healthcare access  in county through mobile clinics and recruitment of 
physicians/dentists. Community Health Ministries visits Alma by request.  Crosswinds provides 
mental health services in Alma through schools.

Improve Infrastructure

2.1  Create a 10-year improvement program to inventory the condition of roads and bridges

2.2  County to provide inventory of culverts which are maintained by townships

2.3  Develop fee structure for heavy truck use from quarries on county roads
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CHAPTER 4:
IMPLEMENTATION



IMPLEMENTATION
Whereas the Comprehensive Plan has a 20 year horizon, the Implementation Strategy will provide 

guidance for specific targets, action items, implementation tools and roles and responsible parties for 

five-year periods. This allows the Implementation Strategy to be updated at regular intervals to 

better respond to unanticipated opportunities and challenges and to support the long-term vision 

and goals of the Comprehensive Plan.

Actions are key steps for implementing policies, achieving goals and moving toward targets over the 

next five years. 
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IMPLEMENTATION

Land Use
Responsible  

Parties

Prioritization

Goal 1 Establish an organized pattern of land use  with 
controlled and smart growth that brings  
prosperity to Wabaunsee County while also  
respecting its rural character.

1.1 Promote growth north of  
I-70 and preservation south  
of I-70.

-- Rural Water Districts
- Economic 

Development
- KDOT
Planning Board

- County Commission

Ongoing

1.2 Encourage
new  
development 
along
K-99 Super 2 
highway  
improvements

- Rural Water Districts
- Economic 

Development
- KDOT
-Planning Board
-County Commission

Ongoing

1.3 Focus growth within 
and near to existing  
communities by promoting
new and infill residential and  
commercial development  
within city limits and on I-70 
corridor. 

- City Councils
- County Zoning Board
- Alma Zoning Board

Ongoing

1.4 Limit residential building 
in areas of unmaintained 
roads.

1.5 Create subdivision code 
requiring direct access to 
paved roads
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Goal 3 Provide affordable and good quality housing  with 
respect to current deficiencies and future  needs. 
Renovate older, dilapidated structures  and 
encourage new construction.

Implementation 3.1 Diversify housing stock; 
Expand  housing for persons 
with  special needs and senior  
housing.

- Local communities
- Community 

Development Block 
Grant

- Zoning Board 
- FHLBank’s Affordable 

Housing Program

Ongoing

3.2 Rehabilitate existing  
homes; Remove dilapidated  
structures

- Local communities
-FHLBank
- Flint Hills Regional 

Council

Ongoing

3.3 Identify any vacant land
for development within city
limits

- County Zoning Board
- 7 communities

Ongoing

3.4 Identify future growth  
areas that are served by  
utilities

- 7 communities Ongoing

3.5 Pursue funding for  
infrastructure to support  
new housing development

- Community 
Development Block 
Grant

- USDA Rural 
Development

Ongoing

Goal 2 Develop realistic plans to protect natural  
resources such as the agricultural land,  
landscape, scenic views, and Flint Hills  
through regulatory policies.

Implementation 2.1 Protect from  
incompatible and intrusive  
development proposals

- County Commission
- Zoning Board

Ongoing

2.2 Quarries-Implement 
road use Impact fee.

- County Commission 1-2 years

2.3 Continue enforcement of 
24-point  criteria for 
conditional use  permit for 
quarries

-Zoning Board Ongoing

2.4 Review subdivision rules 
for 3, 5, 10, 40 acre rules.

-Zoning Board Ongoing

2.5 Develop Ag preservation 
policies

-Zoning Board 1-2 years
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Cultural
Responsible  

Parties

Prioritization

Goal 1 Maintain the rural character of the county  with 
respect to its landscape, open spaces,  scenery, 
peace tranquility, and solitude.

Implementation 1.1 Preserve visual and  
cultural assets such as  
historic stone structures,  
walls, landmarks and  
historical sites.

- County Museum
- State Historic 

Preservation Office 
Grant

Ongoing

1.2 New construction to  be 
compatible to existing  
structures in downtown  
business districts.

- County Zoning Board
- Alma Zoning Board

1-2 Years

1.3 Encourage beautification
within communities through
landscaping with focus on
entrances to the community
downtown business districts
and new housing

- County Zoning Board
- Alma Zoning Board

1-2 Years

1.4 Discourage chronically
vacant structures

-County Zoning Board
-Alma Zoning Board

Ongoing

Goal 2 Historic Preservation-Promote historic 
preservation, protect and restore historic  
properties, old limestone buildings, and  
landmarks in the county.

Implementation 2.1 Expansion of museum hours - Museum Board 1-2 Years

2.2 Expand scenic byways and 
improve signage

- Form local 
community

3-5 Years

2.3 Provide comprehensive
inventory of all Wabaunsee
County Historic properties

- County Zoning Board 1-2 Years

2.4 Provide information on
how to preserve historic
buildings through available
grants and tax credits

-County & 
Communities

2.5 Apply for Kansas Historic
Preservation Survey Grant
(county or city-wide)

- County  & Community 1-2 Years

2.6 Create marketing
brochure of historic
properties

-County 1-2 Years

2.7 Allocate county funds for
preservation

-County Commission
-KDOC

3-5 Years
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Economic Development
Responsible  

Parties

Prioritization

Goal 1 Develop moderate and small businesses,  
industries, and services with small scale  
employment adjacent to cities and I-70  
corridor.

Implementation 1.1 Encourage larger  
commercial industrial  
development with a  
conditional use permit.

- Zoning Board
- Economic 

Development
- Chamber of 

Commerce
- Paxico 

Community 
Foundation

Ongoing

1.2 Maintain and retain 
existing business utilizing 
state and federal 
programs.

1.3 Pursue I-35 access to 
Harveyville to encourage 
economic development in 
Southern Wabaunsee
County

- Economic 
Development

- KDOC, KDOT

Ongoing

Goal 2 Small Business Growth 

Implementation 2.1 Manage the size and 
type of businesses 
through condition use 
permits.

-Zoning Board Ongoing

2.2 Encourage businesses 
to locate within 
cities/downtowns.

- Economic Dev.
Individual 
communities

Ongoing

Goal 3 Population and Labor Attraction and Retention

Implementation 3.1 Promote rural 
opportunity zones  

-County 1-2 years

3.2 Ensure affordable  
housing availability 
especially for young 
families/residents.

-Individual 
Communities

3-5 Years

3.3 Attract a healthcare  
facility

- Community Health 
Ministries

3-5 Years

3.4 Develop better 
broadband service in 
underserved areas 
(lobbying, mapping 
coverage)

- Economic 
Development

- Individual 
communities

- KDOC

Ongoing

3.5 Retain youth  through 
entrepreneurial programs such 
as Network Kansas and E-
Programs in schools.

-Wabaunsee Count 
Economic 
Development

Ongoing

WABAUNSEE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN | IMPLEMENTATION     73



Facilities & Infrastructure
Responsible  

Parties

Prioritization

Goal 1 Improve school system and other public  
facilities to address the existing deficiencies  
and needs.

Implementation Schools and day care Ongoing

1.1 Evaluate after school 
programs.

- County Ongoing

1.2 Identify school 
renovation needs.

- School Boards Ongoing

1.3 Implement the K-State 
Extension survey of needs 
and grants for day care 

- County 1-2 Years

1.5 Research grants and 
lenders for preschool 
development with K State 
Extension 

- County 1-2 Years

1.6 Improve
healthcare/mental healthcare 
access in county through 
mobile clinics

- County
- KDOC

Goal 2 Implementation Infrastructure

2.1 Create a 10-year 
improvement plan to 
inventory the 
condition of roads 
and bridges

- County 1-2 Years

2.2 County to provide 
inventory of culverts which 
are maintained by townships

- County Ongoing

2.3 Develop fee structure  
for heavy truck use from  
quarries on county roads

- County Zoning Board 1-2 Years
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APPENDIX
COMMUNITY SURVEY

The Flint Hills Regional Council launched a  community survey for the comprehensive  plan on May 1st, 
2018. The survey closed  on June 11, 2018. The questions below were  included in the 2018 Wabaunsee 
County  Comprehensive Plan Community Survey. If  the question was not open-ended, its answer  
choices are provided in italics.

1. Do you live in an incorporated town?
(Alma, Alta Vista, Eskridge, Harveyville,
Maple Hill, McFarland, or Paxico)

Yes/No

2. What is your zip code?

3. What town do you live in or what is the  
nearest incorporated town you visit for  
shopping, dining, errands, etc?

Alma / Alta Vista / Eskridge / Harveyville / 
Maple Hill / McFarland / Paxico

Quality of Life
4.   Please rate the following  
characteristics about the town you live in  
or live closest to.

Housing & Neighborhood: 
5.   Please rate  the following 
characteristics about the  town you live 
in or live closest to.

• There are various types of housing, such
as single-family houses, townhomes,
and apartments.

Strongly Agree/Agree/Neutral/
Disagree/ Strongly Disagree

• The housing options are affordable.

Strongly Agree/Agree/Neutral/
Disagree/ Strongly Disagree

• The housing options are of good, livable  
quality (e.g. has heating and insulation).

Strongly Agree/Agree/Neutral/
Disagree/ Strongly Disagree

• The physical condition of my  
neighborhood needs to be improved.

Strongly Agree/Agree/Neutral/
Disagree/ Strongly Disagree

• My neighborhood feels safe.

Strongly Agree/Agree/Neutral/
Disagree/ Strongly Disagree

Infrastructure: 
6. Please rate the following  elements about 
the town you live in or  live closest to.

• Maintenance of major city streets in your  
town.

Excellent/Good/Fair/Poor/Very Poor

• Maintenance of streets in your  
neighborhood.

Excellent/Good/Fair/Poor/Very Poor

• Maintenance of sidewalks in your town.

Excellent/Good/Fair/Poor/Very Poor

• Maintenance of street signs in your town.

Excellent/Good/Fair/Poor/Very Poor
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7. What should Wabaunsee County or your  
town invest its resources in developing?  
Please rank from 1 (highest importance)  to 11 
(least importance).

• Such as streets,  sewer & water. Quality 
of Life, (i.e. parks, community  
amenities).

• Maintenance of streets in your  
neighborhood.

• Attracting industry and manufacturing.

• Expanding and Growing Existing  
Businesses.

• Developing an Entrepreneurial Culture.

• Capitalizing on Wabaunsee County’s  
Agriculture Economy.

• Tourism as an Economic Development  
Tool.

• Building New Homes.

• Restoring Existing Homes.

• Tearing Down Dilapidated Homes.

• Basic Infrastructure

Employment: 

8. Please select your primary  place 

of work.

Alma/Alta 

Vista/Eskridge/Paxico/Maple  

Hill/McFarland/Harveyville/Council 

Grove/Topeka/Wamego/Manhattan/

Retired/Other  (please specify)

• Appearance of city to visitors.

Excellent/Good/Fair/Poor/Very Poor

• Overall appearance of downtown  
including lighting and landscaping 
in  your town.

Excellent/Good/Fair/Poor/Very Poor

• Maintenance of city buildings.

Excellent/Good/Fair/Poor/Very Poor

• Storm drainage in your town.

Excellent/Good/Fair/Poor/Very Poor

Health and Wellness: 
9. Please rate the  quality of the following 
services offered  in Wabaunsee County.

• Availability of preventative health  
services.

Excellent/Good/Fair/Poor

• Availability of affordable quality food.

Excellent/Good/Fair/Poor

• Availability of affordable quality health  
care.

Excellent/Good/Fair/Poor

• Access to recreational opportunities for  
youth.

Excellent/Good/Fair/Poor

• Access to recreational opportunities for  
adults.

Excellent/Good/Fair/Poor

• Availability of affordable quality child  
care.

Excellent/Good/Fair/Poor
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Parks, Recreation & Services:
10. Please rate the quality of services in the
town you live in or live closest to.

• Maintenance of city parks & equipment.

Excellent/Good/Fair/Poor

• The city’s youth recreation programs.

Excellent/Good/Fair/Poor

• Availability of youth opportunities in our  
community.

Excellent/Good/Fair/Poor

• Extension and improvement of  
recreational trails.

Excellent/Good/Fair/Poor

• Do registration fees for youth recreation  
programs impose a financial constraint  on 
your budget?

Yes/No/ N/A

Growth: 
11. Please rate the speed of  growth of decline 
in the following  categories of Wabaunsee 
County over the  past 5 years.

• Population Growth.

Too slow/Somewhat too slow/Right amount/  
Somewhat too fast/Too fast

• Retail Growth.

Too slow/Somewhat too slow/Right amount/  
Somewhat too fast/Too fast

• Job Growth.

Too slow/Somewhat too slow/Right amount/  
Somewhat too fast/Too fast

• Housing Growth.

Too slow/Somewhat too slow/Right amount/  
Somewhat too fast/Too fast

12. Community: 
Please rate the following  about Wabaunsee 
County.

• How well does your community plan for  
growth and development?

Excellent/Good/Fair/Poor/Very 

Poor

• How well is your local government at  
welcoming citizen involvement?

Excellent/Good/Fair/Poor/Very 

Poor

• How is your community in leveraging  
community assets and resources?

Excellent/Good/Fair/Poor/Very 

Poor

• How well does your community work with  
regional partners?

Excellent/Good/Fair/Poor/Very 

Poor

13. Future Growth in the County: Please  
answer which best represents your  opinion.

• Retaining and expanding 
current  business and 
industry.

Essential/Very 
important/Somewhat  
important/Not important at all

• Attracting new businesses through  
incentives (i.e. tax credits, land 
donation,  special financing, etc.

Essential/Very 
important/Somewhat  
important/Not important at all
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• Capitalizing on Wabaunsee County’s  
agricultural economy with businesses  
that feature horse-riding, farm visits,  
bed & breakfast experiences, hunting  
excursions.

Essential/Very important/Somewhat  
important/Not important at all

• Renovating existing homes.

Essential/Very 

important/Somewhat  

important/Not important at 

all

• Building new homes.

Essential/Very 

important/Somewhat  

important/Not important at 

all

• Addressing rundown and blighted 

homes  through code enforcement.

Essential/Very 

important/Somewhat  

important/Not important at 

all

• Addressing rundown and blighted 

homes  through demolition.

Essential/Very 

important/Somewhat  

important/Not important at 

all

• Addressing rundown 

and blighted 

commercial properties 

through  demolition.

Essential/Very 

important/Somewhat  

important/Not important at 

all

• Improving downtown.

Essential/Very 

important/Somewhat  

important/Not important at 

all

• Improving street paving conditions.

Essential/Very 

important/Somewhat  

important/Not important at 

all

• Developing connections with 

neighboring  communities.

Essential/Very 

important/Somewhat  

important/Not important at 

all

• Marketing..Wabaunsee

County and communities to

new residents and visitors.

Essential/Very 

important/Somewhat  

important/Not important at 

all

• Maintain historic 

architecture in  downtown.

Essential/Very 

important/Somewhat  

important/Not important at 

all

• Improving park conditions.

Essential/Very 

important/Somewhat  

important/Not important at 

all
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• Establishing a pedestrian and 

bicycle  trail.

Essential/Very 

important/Somewhat  

important/Not important 

at all

• Renovating community 

centers and  expanding 

programming.

Essential/Very 

important/Somewhat  

important/Not important at 

all

• Upgrading existing and developing 

more  athletic fields.

Essential/Very 

important/Somewhat  

important/Not important at 

all

• Developing additional 

community  amenities.

Essential/Very 

important/Somewhat  

important/Not important at 

all

• Improving street and pedestrian 

lighting.

Essential/Very 

important/Somewhat  

important/Not important at 

all

• Developing job training 

opportunities,  such as job 

shadowing and  apprenticeship.

Essential/Very 

important/Somewhat  

important/Not important at 

all

14. Demographics: Please enter 

the  number of people in your 

household  (including yourself).

15. Demographics: Please select 

your  gender.

Male/Female

16. Please describe Wabaunsee 

County in  three words.

17. Describe the town you live in or 

live  closest to in three words.

18. Any other comments or 

suggestions  about Wabaunsee 

County you would like  to add but 

are not mentioned above:
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COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS
The following pages are the results of the Wabaunsee County Comprehensive Plan  community 
survey summary. The results  summarize the responses at the county  level as well as the 
responses from each  community that had more than ten  responses: Alma, Alta Vista, Harveyville,  
Maple Hill.

Overview of survey  
respondents:

• 68% of respondents live in an  incorporated 
town (Alma, Alta Vista,  Eskridge, 
Harveyville, Maple Hill,  McFarland, Paxico)

• Respondents’ primary place of work:
1. Alma
2. Topeka
3. None (retired)

Wabaunsee County Primary Place of Work

• 116 people responded to the Wabaunsee

County Comprehensive Plan Survey
• 70% of respondents were female

• Household size
• Average: 3 people
• Minimum: 1 person
• Maximum: 6 people
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Towns respondents live  
in or live closest to.

Number of survey  
respondents from each  
zip code in Wabaunsee  
County.
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Housing & Neighborhood

Quality of Life

Infrastructure
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Health & Wellness

Parks & Recreation

Maintenance
of city parks &  

equipment

The city’s youth  
recreation  
programs

Availability  
of youth

opportunities in  
your community

Extension and  
improvement of  

recreational trails

Growth

Population Growth Retail Growth Job Growth Housing Growth

84    WABAUNSEE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN | APPENDIX COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS



Community

How well  does 
your  community  
plan for growth 

and 
development?

How is  your 
local  

government  at 
welcoming 

citizen 
involvement?

How is your  
community  in 

welcoming  
visitors and

newcomers?

How is your  
community  in 

leveraging  
community
assets and  
resources?

How well  
does your  

community  
work with
regional

partners?

Investment (what Wabaunsee County should invest its resources in)

*Calculated based on each respondent’s ranking of each item to provide an overall rank of these categories

1.   Expanding and growing existing  
businesses

2.   Quality of life (i.e. parks, community  
amenities)

3.   Attracting industry and manufacturing

4.   Maintenance of streets in your  
neighborhood

5.   Capitalizing on Wabaunsee County’s  
Agriculture Economy

6. Restoring existing homes
7. Basic infrastructure such streets, sewer, 

and water

8.   Tearing down dilapidated homes

9.   Tourism as an economic development tool

10.   Building new homes

11.   Developing an entrepreneurial culture
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Renovating existing homes

Capitalizing on Wabaunsee County's agricultural 
economy  

Attracting new businesses through incentives 

Retaining and expanding current business and
industry

Building new homes

Addressing blighted homes through code 
enforcement

Addressing blighted homes through demolition

Improving downtown

Improving street paving conditions

Developing connections with neighboring 
communities

Marketing Wabaunsee County and communities

Maintain historic architecture in downtown

Improving park conditions

Establishing a pedestrian and bicycle trail

Renovating community centers and expanding 
programming

Upgrading existing and developing more athletic 
fields

Developing additional community amenities

Improving street and pedestrian lighting

Developing job training opportunities

0.00% 10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 40.00% 50.00% 60.00

Future Growth in the County
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Describe Wabaunsee County in three words (most common words used)

Describe the town you live in or closest to in three words (most common words used)
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ALMA

Do you live in Alma?

Yes

No

Primary place of 
work
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Overall  
appearance of  

the town

Overall feeling  of 
safety in the  

town

Housing & Neighborhood

Opportunities  
to participate  in 

community  
matters

Sense of  
community

Quality  of 
public  

schools

Overall  quality 
of life  in the 

town

Quality of Life

Infrastructure
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Health & Wellness

Parks & Recreation
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Growth

Describe Wabaunsee County in three words (most common words used)

Describe the town you live in or closest to in three words (most common 

words used)
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ALTA VISTA

Do you live in Alta  
Vista?

Yes

No

Primary place of work
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70.00%

60.00%

50.00%

40.00%

30.00%

20.00%

10.00%

0.00%

your town

Maintenance of Maintenance of Maintenance of Maintenance of Appearance of city Overall appearance Maintenance of city 
Storm

major city streets in streets in your sidewalks in your     street signs in your to visitors of downtown
buildings you  your town neighborhood town town

includinglighting
and landscaping in

drainage
r town

Infrastructure

streets in your  
neighborhood

Maintenance of Maintenance
of sidewalks  
in your town

Maintenance  
of street  signs 
in your  town

Appearance  of 
the city to  

visitors

Overall  
appearance  of 

downtown

Maintenance  
of city  

buildings

Storm  
drainage in  
your town

Maintenance  
of major city  

streets in  your 
town

Overall  
appearance of  

the town

Overall feeling  
of safety in the  

town

90.00%

80.00%

70.00%

60.00%

50.00%

40.00%

30.00%

20.00%

10.00%

0.00%

Housing & Neighborhood

Opportunities  to 
participate  in 

community  matters

Sense of  
community

Quality  
of public  
schools

Overall  
quality of life  
in the town

Quality of Life

There are various  
types of housing

The housing options  are 
affordable

The housing  
options are of  
good, livable  

quality

The physical  condition 
of my  neighborhood 

needs  to be improved

My neighborhood  
feels safe
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80.00%

70.00%

60.00%
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40.00%

30.00%

20.00%

10.00%

0.00%
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Health & Wellness

70.00%

60.00%

50.00%

40.00%

30.00%

20.00%

10.00%

0.00%

Availability of Availability of Availability of Access to Access to Availability of
preventative affordable quality   affordable quality recreational recreational affordable 
quali

Availability of  
preventative  

health  services

Availability  of 
affordable  

quality food

Availability  of 
affordable  
quality health

care

Access to  
recreational  

opportunities  
for children

Access to  
recreational  

opportunities  
for adults

Availability  of 
affordable  

quality child  
care

Parks & Recreation

70.00%

60.00%

50.00%

40.00%

30.00%

20.00%

10.00%

0.00%

Maintenance of city The city's youth Availability of youth
Extension and

parks & equipment recreation programs opportunities in our

Maintenance  of 
city parks &  
equipment

The city’s youth  
recreation  
programs

Availability  
of youth

opportunities in  
your community

Extension and  
improvement of  

recreational trails
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Basic Infrastructure  

Tearing Down Dilapidated Homes  

Restoring Existing Homes  

Building New Homes

Tourism as an Economic Development Tool  

Capitalizing on Wabaunsee County's Agriculture 

Economy

Developing an Entrepreneurial Culture  

Expanding and Growing Existing Businesses  

Attracting industry and manufacturing  

Maintenance of streets in your neighborhood  

Quality of Life (i.e. parks, community amenities)

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Growth

Describe Wabaunsee County in three words (most common words used)

Describe the town you live in or closest to in three words (most common 

words used)
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HARVEYVILLE

Do you live in  
Harveyville?

Primary place of work

Yes

No
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70.00%

60.00%

50.00%

40.00%

30.00%

20.00%

10.00%

0.00%

Maintenance of major Maintenance of Maintenance of Maintenance of street  Appearance of city to  Overall appearance of    Maintenance of city
Storm d

city streets in your streets in your sidewalks in your signs in your town visitors downtown buildings
you  town neighborhood town

rainage i
r town

Infrastructure

streets in your  
neighborhood

Maintenance of Maintenance 
of sidewalks  
in your town

Maintenance 
of street 
signs 

Overall  
appearance  of 

downtown

Maintenance  
of city  

buildings

Storm  
drainage in  
your town

Maintenance  
of major city  

streets in  your 
town

70.00%

60.00%
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40.00%

30.00%

20.00%

10.00%

0.00%

80.00%
70.00%
60.00%
50.00%
40.00%
30.00%
20.00%
10.00%

0.00%

Housing & Neighborhood

Quality of Life

There are various  
types of housing

The housing options  are 
affordable

The housing  
options are of  
good, livable  

quality

The physical  condition 
of my  neighborhood 

needs  to be improved

My neighborhood  
feels safe

Overall quality 
of the 

appearance of 
the town

Overall feeling 
of safety in 
the town

Opportunities to 
participate in 

the community

Sense of 
community

Quality of the 
public 
schools

Overall life in the 
community

Appearance of 
your town to 
visitors
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Health & Wellness

80.00%

70.00%

60.00%

50.00%

40.00%

30.00%

20.00%

10.00%

0.00%
Availability of preventative     Availability of affordable Availability of affordable Access to recreational Access to recreational

Availability of affordable
health services quality food quality health care opportunities for youth opportunities for adults

quality child care

Availability of  
preventative  

health  services

Availability  of 
affordable  

quality food

Availability  of 
affordable  
quality health

care

Access to  
recreational  

opportunities  
for children

Access to  
recreational  

opportunities  
for adults

Availability  of 
affordable  

quality child  
care

Parks & Recreation

80.00%

70.00%

60.00%

50.00%

40.00%

30.00%

20.00%

10.00%

0.00%
Maintenance  of 

city parks &  
equipment

The city’s youth  
recreation  
programs

Availability  
of youth

opportunitites in  
your community

Extension and  
improvement of  

recreational trails
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Basic Infrastructure  

Tearing Down Dilapidated Homes  

Restoring Existing Homes  Building 

New Homes

Tourism as an Economic Development Tool  

Capitalizing on the County's Agriculture Economy

Developing an Entrepreneurial Culture  

Expanding and Growing Existing Businesses  

Attracting industry and manufacturing  

Maintenance of streets in your neighborhood  

Quality of Life (i.e. parks, community amenities)

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Growth

Describe Wabaunsee County in three words (most common words used)

Describe the town you live in or closest to in three words (most common 

words used)
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MAPLE HILL

Do you live in Maple  
Hill?

Primary place of work

Yes

No
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90.00%

80.00%

70.00%

60.00%

50.00%

40.00%

30.00%

20.00%

10.00%

0.00%
Maintenance of   Maintenance of   Maintenance of   Maintenance of  Appearance of Overall Maintenance of   
Storm drainag

major city streets in your  sidewalks in your   street signs in city to visitors appearance of city buildings
in your town

Infrastructure

Maintenance of Maintenance
streets in your of sidewalks
neighborhood in your town

Maintenance  
of street  signs 
in your  town

Appearance  of 
the city to  

visitors

Overall  
appearance  of 

downtown

Maintenance  
of city  

buildings

Storm  
drainage in  
your town

Maintenance  
of major city  

streets in  your 
town
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60.00%
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40.00%

30.00%

20.00%

10.00%

0.00%
Overall  

appearance of  
the town

Overall feeling  of 
safety in the  

town
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60.00%

50.00%

40.00%

30.00%

20.00%

10.00%

0.00%

Housing & Neighborhood

Opportunities  
to participate  in 

community  
matters

Sense of  
community

Quality  of 
public  

schools

Overall  quality 
of life  in the 

town

Quality of Life

There are various     The housing options  types 
of housing         are affordable

The housing  
options are of  
good, livable  

quality

The physical  condition 
of my  neighborhood 

needs  to be improved

My neighborhood  
feels safe
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Health & Wellness
80.00%

70.00%

60.00%

50.00%

40.00%

30.00%

20.00%

10.00%

0.00%
Availability of preventative    Availability of affordable Availability of affordable Access to recreational Access to recreational

Availability of affordabl
health services quality food quality health care opportunities for youth opportunities for adults

quality child care

Availability of  
preventative  

health  services

Availability  of 
affordable  

quality food

Availability  of 
affordable  
quality health

care

Access to  
recreational  

opportunities  
for children

Access to  
recreational  

opportunities  
for adults

Availability  of 
affordable  

quality child  
care

Parks & Recreation

90.00%
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0.00%

Maintenance  of 
city parks &  
equipment

The city’s youth  
recreation  
programs

Availability  
of youth

opportunitites in  
your community

Extension and  
improvement of  

recreational trails
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Basic Infrastructure  

Tearing Down Dilapidated Homes  

Restoring Existing Homes  

Building New Homes

Tourism as an Economic Development Tool  

Capitalizing on the County's Agriculture Economy

Developing an Entrepreneurial Culture  

Expanding and Growing Existing Businesses  

Attracting industry and manufacturing  

Maintenance of streets in your neighborhood  

Quality of Life (i.e. parks, community amenities)

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Growth

Describe Wabaunsee County in three words (most common words used)

Describe the town you live in or closest to in three words (most common 

words used)
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In May of 2018, stakeholder interviews were  conducted to better understand the needs  of the 
community. The interviews took place  over the phone on a one-to-one basis. The  goal was to 
interview a diverse group of  people to obtain the broadest range of input  on issues relevant to the 
Wabaunsee County  Comprehensive Plan. The eleven people  interviewed include:

• Business owners
• City Employees
• City Council Members

The following page includes the questions  asked in the stakeholder interviews.

Background:
What community or part of Wabaunsee  
County do you live in?

What is your background/experience with  
Wabaunsee County?

What do you value most about Wabaunsee  
County?

Issues:
What are the most important issues facing  the 
Wabaunsee County Area? 

Which are  your top priorities to address 
through this  planning process?

What impacts might the community see from  
more growth in Wabaunsee County?

STAKEHOLDER QUESTIONAIRE

Current Plans and Efforts:
Are there any recent planning-related  efforts that 
your group/organization is  involved with that 
could help inform this  comprehensive plan?

Are you familiar with the local zoning  ordinances, 
or any other planning related  regulations? What 
are the planning  deficiencies or strengths for 
Wabaunsee  County?

Community Needs:
In your opinion, are improvements needed in 
Wabaunsee County or your community? If  yes, 
what is needed?

In your opinion, are additional protection  
efforts needed for the historic resources  
including the buildings, structures and  historic 
places? If yes, what efforts are  needed and 
which protection efforts/  resources should 
receive priority? If no, what  existing protection 
efforts/resources should  receive priority?

What park and recreation activities and  
events are most needed in Wabaunsee  
County or your community?

What improvements, if any, to Wabaunsee  
County or your community do you think  
should be the highest priority?

How can Wabaunsee County serve the needs  
of the residents, tourists, schools, others?

How could your organization/group partner  or 
build upon existing partnerships in the  future 
to improve the facilities, resources,  events or 
programming in Wabaunsee  County?

• Elected Officials
• Residents
• Education leaders
• Community Activists

Public Participation:
What do you believe will be the most  effective way 
to get the general community  involved in the 
planning process?

How can we best involve you and/or your  
organization or group in the planning

Best Advice:
What is the best advice you can give us that  will 
lead to a successful planning process?
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QUESTIONAIRE RESULTS

Interviewees presented their goals or  hopes 
and offered suggestions for the  future.
Most interviewees expressed a desire for 
Wabaunsee County to maintain its small 
town, rural community way of life. They 
highlighted the importance of attracting

Stakeholder participants were asked open  
ended questions. Responses varied greatly,  
the following is a brief summary of the  
interviews conducted.

Background: 
1. What community or part  of 
Wabaunsee County do you live in?  What 
is your background or experience with
Wabaunsee County? What do you value 
most  about Wabaunsee County?

The background of each stakeholder with  
Wabaunsee County ranged from a few years  
spent living in the county to a whole lifetime.  
Most interviewees had multigenerational  
family ties in the county, however some were  
just brought there by work and chose to stay  
because of the great quality of life. There  
were a variety of communities represented,  
including Alma, Maple Hill, and numerous 
rural parts of the county. 

Interviewees provided insight into the  
communities existing opportunities and  most 
valuable features.

Respondents noted the high quality of  personal 
relationships and natural beauty  as some of the 
most valuable assets of  Wabaunsee County. 
Respondents perceived  a strong sense of 
community, attributed to  the “rural way of life” in 
the county, which is  what attracted them to 
Wabaunsee County,  or what has made them stay. 
Promoting the historic character and preserving 
the  natural resources of Wabaunsee County were  
perceived as high priority items by many  
respondents.

Interviewees discussed the various  challenges that 
might hinder the future of  the community.

The main challenges addressed by  interviewees 
included infrastructure issues  such as lack of high 
speed internet/cell  service and road and bridge 
maintenance.
Several residents expressed concern over 
policies related to the quarrying  operations 
in the county. Additionally, respondents 
expressed overall satisfaction  with the 
school district and educational  
opportunities in the county, but emphasized  
the importance of maintaining those high  
quality schools and adding early childhood  
education opportunities to attract more  
young families to the county.

The one-on-one interviews provided  important feedback on Wabaunsee County.  Interviewees broadly 
responded to questions  on the communities most valuable assets,  perceived challenges, and hopes 
and  suggestions for the future.

new  industry and just enough new residents 
to  the county to maintain the current 
standard  of living for generations to come. 
Residents  did not want to see explosive 
growth in the  area, but rather carefully 
regulated growth.  Maintaining the safety, 
historic character,  and natural beauty of 
Wabaunsee County  were some of the main 
goals respondents  listed.

Respondents  identified the rural way of life, small 
town  feel, quiet country life, beauty of county,  
people working together, family values, and  small 
schools as valuable components of the  
community.

Interview Questions and Summary 
of Responses
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Overall, respondents were familiar with  the 
current planning efforts, policies, and  
regulations in Wabaunsee County and had
been involved with county planning in some  
way. That involvement ranged from having  to 
be very aware of the regulations because  of a 
business, to involvement with previous  
comprehensive planning activities.

Planning deficiencies identified by  stakeholders 
included fixing the 40 Acre  rule and improving 
effort to promote growth  along I-70 and K-99.

5. Community Needs: In your opinion,  
are improvements needed in community
facilities or services in Wabaunsee 
County? If  yes, what is needed?

Several key themes emerged among  
responses regarding community needs:

Infrastructure improvements: expanded  utility 
services and resources, acquiring high  speed 
internet and improving cell service,  road and 
bridge maintenance.

School district and community asset  
improvement: more activities for youth,  
improving quality of schools and access to  
child care

Small town growth: working together  
with other communities and counties to
promote regional assets, zoning carefully for  
controlled growth

Issues:
2. What are the most important  issues facing 
your community in Wabaunsee  County? 
Which are your top priorities to  address 
through this planning process?

Issues noted included challenges related  to 
retaining young people, creating job  
opportunities, maintaining the school  
district, controlled growth to expand the  tax 
base, using retail to generate sales  tax, 
improving rural infrastructure, getting  
broadband, maintenance of roads and
bridges, access to healthcare, and attracting  
more tourism.

3. What impacts might the community see  
from more growth in Wabaunsee County?

Growth in Wabaunsee County was viewed  in 
a cautious light. Respondents noted that  
more industry would lessen tax burden on 
ranchers and farmers, and businesses would 
bring more jobs, services, and people.  
However, some respondents were hesitant  
about how growth would change the overall  
way of life in the county.

4. Are you familiar with the local zoning  
ordinances, or any other planning related  
regulations? What are the planning  
deficiencies or strengths in Wabaunsee  
County?

6.In your opinion, are additional protection  
efforts needed for the historic resources  
including the buildings, structures and  
historic places? If yes, what efforts are  
needed and which protection efforts/  
resources should receive priority? If no, what  
existing protection efforts/resources should  
receive priority?

All interview respondents emphasized the  
importance of the historic preservation  
efforts in the county. Respondents  
suggested that historic preservation  should 
be a high priority but should use  the 
resources currently allocated and  
incentives already available. Respondents
also noted that the county and incorporated  
communities already do a great job with  their 
preservation efforts, so new regulations  are 
not necessary.
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8. What improvements, if any, to 

Wabaunsee  County do you think 

should be the highest  priority?

Respondents overwhelmingly noted the need  
to prioritize infrastructure improvements,  
especially bridges and roads. Respondents  also 
perceived acquiring high speed internet and 
maintain affordable utilities as a priority. 
Moderately controlled growth  should also be a 
high priority according to  some stakeholders.

9. How can Wabaunsee County better 

serve  the needs of the residents, 

tourists, etc.?

Provide emergency and police services for  
existing residents. Advertise the quality  of life 
here to attract new residents. Need  day care. 
Have integrated events and  amenities that 
tourist expect like lodging, meals, recreation 
and excellent marketing.  Broadband internet.

10. How could your 

organization/group  partner or 

build upon existing partnerships  in 

the future to improve the facilities,  

resources, events or programming 

in  Wabaunsee County?

11. Public Participation: What do you 

believe  will be the most effective 

way to get the  general community 

involved in the planning  process? 

How can we best involve you  and/or 

your organization or group in the  

planning process?

Newspapers, flyers, free meal, signs. Help  
people understand that planning matters  and 
how it will benefit them. Hard to do in a  
conservative county. People need to see that  
the tax base broadens and that economic 
development doesn’t just have to be a 1/2 
dozen jobs. It  can be more than just job 
creation. Knowing  that the tax base will 
broaden might engage  people, but only a few 
people will  really be involved. Bigger goal 
would be to not  harden people against the 
idea of a comprehensive plan. Show people 
that a broadened tax base will prevent living in 
the county from being more expensive; helps 
secure utilities, mobile  health and dental care, 
access to groceries  and what they need.

7.What park and recreation 

activities and  events are most 

needed in Wabaunsee  County?

Most survey respondents spoke very  
highly of the summer ball program in  
Wabaunsee County, but mentioned that
facility improvements, like field lights, 
were  needed to improve the program 
further.
Stakeholders expressed a desire for walking  
and biking trails, new recreation fields,  and 
expanded summer sports programs  with 
more variety. Residents also noted  that 
community pool improvements were  
necessary.

12. Best Advice: What is the best 

advice you  can give us that will lead 

to a successful  planning process?

Respondents noted that making personal  
connection with people and continuing to  
have open channels of communication was  
key to a successful planning process.

Most respondents felt that they were already  
involved enough and donating their time,  
money, etc. to the county and in their  
communities where it needs to be.
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OPEN HOUSE 
The public involvement process of the  Wabaunsee County Comprehensive Plan  included a series of 
open houses. Because  Wabaunsee County covers a large area  geographically, each open house was  
conducted multiple times in different  communities in the county to try to reach residents from 
different parts of the county.  The first series of open houses took place in  Eskridge, Paxico, and Alta 
Vista.

At this open house, the attendees were  asked to participate in a SWOT. This activity asked 
participants to identify the county’s  Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and  Threats. The 
following pages document the  participants’ responses to this activity.

Strengths
• People are nice, helpful
• Gives people a great place to call home
• Step up to help those in need
• Promote the ag background of the  

county-grass-farming-land use.
• Pasture burn notification
• Grading of roads
• Park improvement
• Community involvement events
• Historic preservation
• Nice parks
• Great schools
• Tradition
• Multigenerational
• Safe, great place to live
• County historical museum
• Honor our history
• Protects/preserves historic buildings and  

fences
• Strong commitment to agriculture
• Natural beauty

• Everything you need
• Everyone knows each other
• Community dinners (funeral, etc)
• Eskridge welcome bags to newcomers,  new 

babies baskets, and dinners
• Safety
• Sense of community when it counts
• Informal communication
• Strong support at individual community  levels
• Conserve land

Strengths Summary

• People, great place to call home, sense of  

community

• Agricultural heritage, ranching

• Roads
• Parks
• Historic preservation
• Schools
• Local Government

• Care for the land
• Sense of community
• Support family values
• Agriculture
• Cost-effective local government
• Ranching
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better schooling
• Promote rural living areas but preserve  

our Flint Hills
• Retail sales (gas)
• Commercial development along I-70  

corridor
• Local job opportunities
• Develop and provide healthcare (access to 

healthcare) in the county
• Bridge maintenance
• Job opportunities
• More involvement from all communities  

not the same group
• More chamber of commerces and active  

chambers pushing business
• Inclusivity and inviting to new residents
• Communication between towns
• Working together to achieve goals
• Marketing and telling county story
• Better support of local businesses
• Welcome growth
• More youth involvement in the  

community
• No follow through
• Capitalize on existing resources
• Intentionally planned public spaces
• Welcome people, visit with them more, be  

friendly
• Utilize scenic by-ways more
• Formal communication
• High speed internet
• Attract younger people
• County road
• Housing opportunities
• More local in town employment
• Internet

Weaknesses Summary

• Government responsiveness
• Population
• Roads, bridges
• Business, jobs growth, marketing
• Retail sales
• Community involvement, communication
• Internet
• Attract young people
• Housing
• Recreation
• Zoning
• Capitalize on existing resources

Weaknesses
• Government should be more responsive  to 

citizens

• Encourage population growth

• Get out of unelected, unconstitutional  
regional planning council

• Road repair and maintenance
• Attract business to create more tax  

revenue
• Bring in business for more jobs and

• Transparency of government
• Stronger youth recreation programs
• Business development county wide
• Zoning that supports small parcel land  

ownership
• Family housing
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• Mount Mitchell
• Rural way of life
• Outdoor recreation
• Natural beauty
• Fall tours
• Skyline Scenic Byway
• Santa Fe and Oregon Trail go through  

county
• County Historical Society
• Agritourism
• Conserve economic way of life (ranching)
• Quarries
• Military retirement location
• Housing for regional jobs
• Tourism
• Land for more housing
• Population growth
• (I- 70)

Opportunities Summary

• Low crime
• Rural living, way of life
• Proximity to major cities
• More business growth
• Family activities
• Recreation
• Population growth
• History, agritourism
• Land for housing
• Healthcare, grocery stores

Opportunities
• Low crime
• Rural living
• Senior housing
• Small town living but close to larger  

municipalities
• Hotels
• More businesses and bigger businesses
• Young family activities
• I-70 business development
• Manufacturing plant
• Business growth
• Grocery store
• Doctor
• Attract tourism for the Flint Hills
• Large land mass
• Exercise facilities
• Access to highway infrastructure
• Potential for population growth in many  

areas
• Areas of Wabaunsee County close to  

Topeka, Manhattan, Wamego, Emporia  
to attract business for employment  
opportunities.

• Native Stone scenic byways
• Lake Wabaunsee

• Recreation
• Relaxed lifestyle
• Located close to employment centers
• Easy access to travel through county 
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Obstacles
• Inability to visualize opportunities

• Reluctance to change
• No restaurants or places to stay
• We are mostly a drive through county.  

Tough for businesses to survive.
• Lack of direction from the leadership to

go out and find new opportunities
• Opposition to population growth in some  

areas
• Poor internet service
• It will take investments and risk-taking.  

May require tax or financial incentives.
• Established businesses/larger cities are  

too close.
• Access to sewer, water, gas, internet,  

phone
• Low population, leading to small tax base  

and over-taxation.
• Old boys’ club.
• Resistance to commercial growth
• Developing business while still keeping  

small town appeal
• Residents don’t like change
• Access to healthcare
• If there is conflict between large  landowners 

and residential development,  then work to 
overcome that

• Lack of sufficient local medical and  
grocery facilities

• Get funding help
• Attracting younger people
• Need coordination of helpers from the  

community
• People are busy and don’t participate in  

the community
• Need to start on small projects and issues
• Apathy - this is the way it’s always been
• How to reach the public
• How to develop, grow and stay local in  

the economy
• Geographic fragmentation
• Distance to schools
• Limited law enforcement capacity
• Failure to retain youth
• A lot of remote areas

• Broadband connectivity
• Local employment opportunities
• Main Street vitality
• Limited housing stock
• Low population
• Low incentive for business development
• Fear of change

Obstacles Summary

• Fear and reluctance to change
• No hotels, restaurants
• Inability to visualize opportunities
• Lack of leadership
• Poor internet
• Dollars
• Access to sewer, water, gas, internet,  phone, 

healthcare
• Low population, especially younger  

population
• Apathy
• Communication difficult
• Geographically isolated, remote
• Limited law enforcement
• Low incentive for business development
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Future
• Unlimited but up to residents
• Medical clinic, viable grocery store, better  

internet
• Promote large families
• Promote greater cooperation between  

neighbors
• Lower taxes
• Bedroom community for Topeka
• Think it will stay about the same, but  

business growth would be great
• Some small business growth, not chain  

stores, so we can maintain our small  town 
appeal with some big town benefits

• Stop funding contraception
• Healthcare
• Internet and cell service that works  

throughout the county
• Grocery store
• Coming together as a whole county

• Quality cell phone reception
• Historic preservation of stone buildings
• Protection of ancient Flint Hills
• Housing opportunities for NBAF
• Commercial growth for I-70 corridor
• Fastest internet
• Gold star example of historic buildings in  

use as productive businesses
• Additional animal research area for KSU  

and government
• Population growth
• State of the art retirement community
• Develop the Highway 99 and I-70 corridor
• Preserve small town living
• Increase employment opportunities-

attract new business
• Protect the valuable ag assets
• Cultural opportunities with the historical  

society
• Northwest will grow Manhattan and 

Wamego
• Alma will always have life as county seat  

and near I-70

Future Summary

• Healthcare
• Lower taxes
• Business growth
• Internet
• Population growth
• Retirement community
• Develop I-70, Highway 99 

corridors
• Preserve small town living
• Historic preservation
• Connected communities
• Preservation of Ag

• Communities working together not  
independently

• Population increase primarily near 
Manhattan, Topeka

• Respect for agriculture

Overall, participants of the first open house  

had a lot to offer for the SWOT activity. They  

identified common themes of Wabaunsee  

County having beautiful landscapes and an 

abundance of cultural and natural  resources, 

but lacking in political and  economic 

opportunities. Alma, the county  seat of 

Wabaunsee County, and locations  along 

Interstate 70 and Kansas Highway 99  have 

some opportunities for businesses,  but 

there is concern that the communities  in 

Wabaunsee County will compete for  

resources and population.

SWOT Results 
Summary

• Smaller communities with unique assets
• Vital not dying local commerce
• The top counties to visit in Kansas
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GRAPHICS & MAPS

Traffic counts of highways  
that go through Wabaunsee  

County. Wabaunsee  County’s 
highways serve  37,305 

vehicles per day.
Source: Kansas Dept. of

Transportation

Railway Lines Surrounding  
Wabaunsee County. Source:  

American Community
Survey

GRAPHICS & MAPS
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Airports near Wabaunsee
County. Source: American
Community Survey

Where residents of  
Wabaunsee County work.  The 
majority commute to the  east 
and northeast. Source:  
American Community  Survey
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School districts that serve  
Wabaunsee County.

Rural water districts that  
serve Wabaunsee County.
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CULTURAL ASSETS of Wabaunsee County
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Map of Wabaunsee County, its communities, and the highways and 
waterways in the county.

Lake Wabaunsee
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FLOODPLAINS AND FLOODING

Watersheds of Wabaunsee County. Source: Kansas Department of Agriculture

KANSAS DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE FLOOD RISK AREAS

Flood risk areas of  
Wabaunsee County. Source:  

Kansas Department of  
Agriculture, August 2017

Proposed to be out  
of the floodplain

Proposed to remain  
in the floodplain

Proposed to be in  
the floodplain
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Flood risk areas of Alma.  
Source: Kansas 
Department  of 
Agriculture, August 2017

Flood risk areas of Alta  
Vista. Source: Kansas  
Department of Agriculture,  
August 2017
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Flood risk areas of 

Eskridge.  Source: 

Kansas Department  

of Agriculture, August 

2017

Flood risk 

areas of  Harveyville. 

Source: Kansas  

Department of 

Agriculture,

August 

2017
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Flood risk areas of Maple  
Hill. Source: Kansas  
Department of Agriculture,  
August 2017

Flood risk areas of  
McFarland. Source: Kansas  
Department of Agriculture,  
August 2017
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Flood risk areas of Paxico.  Source: Kansas Department  of 

Agriculture, August 2017.  Proposed changes flood risk areas can be 

viewed online  at : http://gis2.kda.ks.gov/gis/middle_ks/
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Flood risk areas of  
Wabaunsee County.  Source: 
Federal Emergency  
Management Agency, April  
2018

Flood risk areas of Alma.  
Source: Federal Emergency  
Management Agency, April  
2018

FEMA FLOOD RISK AREAS
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Flood risk areas of Alta  
Vista. Source: Federal  

Emergency Management  
Agency, April 2018

Flood risk areas of Eskridge.  
Source: Federal Emergency  

Management Agency, 
April
2018
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Flood risk areas of  
Harveyville. Source: Federal  
Emergency Management  
Agency, April 2018

Flood risk areas of Maple  
Hill. Source: Federal  
Emergency Management  
Agency, April 2018
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Flood risk areas of  
McFarland. Source: Federal  

Emergency Management  
Agency, April 2018

Flood risk areas of Paxico.  
Source: Federal Emergency  
Management Agency, April

2018
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ROAD INDEX

A

B

BUFFALO MOUND RD………………..I25 - J25

142 MILE CREEK RD………………FF18 -FF19 C

ALTA VISTA RD………………………Y6 - CC12 CEDAR POINT DR…………………………..N12

CHADONGA RD…………………FF14 - GG14  
CHALK RD…………………..X12 - CC13, EE12

BRADFORD RD……………………..N26 - FF26 CYCLONE RD…………………………………N4  BRONC 
RIDER RD…………………..W23 - Y23

BROWN SCHOOL RD……………….G13 - H13 D

ALLEY RD……………………………………...U4 CEDAR CIRCLE TER.…………….(INSET FF2) E

BLUE HERON RD…………………….T21 - T22 COLDWATER RD…………………….D14 - G14 F

BLUESTEM RD…………………………Z6 - AA6 COON CREEK RD………………..BB30 - CC30 FAR WEST RD……………………………H7 - I7

BOX TURTLE RD……………………..S18 - S19 COYOTE RD…………………………..S24 - R26 G
GARFIELD RD………………………….X3 - AA3

H

BARBWIRE RD………………………FF8 - GG8 CHALK MOUND RD………………DD13 - EE13 EIGHT MILE RD………………………Y22 - Y31 HEREFORD RD………………………H12 - H16

BLUESTEM RD…………………………..S9 - Y6 CONVENT RD…………………………..I18 - J18 FAIRVIEW RD…………………….DD28 - GG28 I

BOUCHEY RD………………………….I27 - H29 COTTONTAIL RD……………………..Z27 - Z28 FLINTVIEW RD………………………..K18 - K19 J

GERMANY RD………………………..BB8 - EE8 K

KS HWY 177……………………………Y1 - AA1

ALLEN RD…………………………...Z22 - GG19 CEDAR CIRCLE CT……………….(INSET FF2) DRY CREEK RD……………………….L26 - L27 GUNBARREL HILL RD…………...BB16 - BB17 KS HWY 57 …………………………….Z1 - AA1

BETHLEHEM RD………………………L19 - L20 CHICKEN CREEK RD……………BB24 - GG24 ELM CREEK RD…………………..EE21 - EE24 HILLTOP RD……………………………..I30 - I31 LAKEVIEW DR…………………….(INSET EE2)

BOOTHILL RD………………………..S17 - M20 COTTON RD…………………………..B12 - C12 FLINTROCK RD…………………..BB17 - DD17 IRONHORSE RD………………………L13 - L14 LONGHORN RD………………………P22 - P23

BEAVERSTREAM RD………………..H27 - H28 CHAMINGA RD………………………………V25 ELDERBERRY RD……………………A16 - F16 HESSDALE RD……………………….O13 - X17 LAKESHORE DR………………….(INSET EE4) N

LOOKOUT RD…...…………………...Q14 - Q15 O

BOURGMONT RD………………..CC16 - CC17 COWBOY RD……………………………I26 - I27 FRONTIER RD…………………………...P1 -Q1 JAKETOWN RD………………………Q20 - P21 LOW WATER SOUTH RD…………..Q13 - Q14 OLD K-18 RD…………………………...N1 - N12

MANSFIELD RD…………………..DD13 - DD16 OLD POLLY RD……………………..Z25 - AA25 R

RED BRIDGE RD…………………DD30 - DD31

ANGUS LANE………………………………DD12 CEDAR POINT RD…………………………..N12 EAGLES NEST RD…………………...C22 - E22 HALIFAX RD…………………………..S17 - U17 KS HWY 99 FRONTAGE SW ………...J11 - J13 MOCKINGBIRD HILL RD………..CC28 - CC30 PAXICO RD…………………………….B20 - J19 S
ANTELOPE CREEK RD……………..B12 - H10 CEMETERY RD………………………..F18 - I18 EAST FLINT HILLS DR…..(INSET CC4 - GG3) HARVEYVILLE RD………………….U31 - DD30 KATY RD……………………………...DD8 - DD9 MONARCH RD………………………..E18 - E19 PEACHY MILLER LANE…………………….N10

EAST KAW  RESERVE RD………CC16 - GG16 MORMON TRAIL RD…………………….Z1 - Z6 SADDLECREEK DR…………………………V31

BISON LN………………………………………I16 CHRISTY RD………………………….Q17 - S17 EMMANUEL RD………………………BB7 - BB8 HINERVILLE RD……………………….J10 - J13 LEWIS BLVD………………………...(INSET H3) NIGHTHAWK RD……………………...T24 - T27 PONDEROSA DR………………...(INSET GG3) SILVERBELL RD………………………….I7 - H9

ABARRANT WAY…………………(INSET GG2) CATTTLEMAN RD…………………...M24 - M25 DRAGONFLY RD……………………..B21 - F21 GRAY WOLF RD………………….CC27 - GG27 KS HWY 30……………………………..I26 - K26 MILITARY TRAIL RD…………………U22 - U24 PANTHER RD……………………………N6 - O6 ROBBERS ROOST RD…………..CC28 - DD28 T

HACKBERRY RD……………………..M29 - P29 KS HWY 99 FRONTAGE SE…………J12 - J13 MITCHELL PRAIRIE LANE………….E11 - E12 PAW PAW CREEK RD…………………I12 - I15 ROSS RD………………………………...I30 - I31 THOMPSON RD………………………………..J9

TOD RANCH RD……………………..…I27 - J27  
TOD RANCH RD………………………J28 - K28

EAST SPRINGCREEK RD…………….I17 - J17 HAWK RD……………………………….H24 - I24 KAW RD………………………………..E24 - F24 MOURNING DOVE RD……………….Z22 - A27 PEONY RD…………………………….X23 - Y23 SANDHILL CRANE RD………………B15 - B18 TOWNSITE RD…………………….CC11 - FF11  HAYFIELD RD……………………………P2 - Q2                KEENE-ESKRIDGE 
RD……………...K27 - Q27 PHEASANT LANE.……………………………I15 TRAILDRIVE RD……………………...P17 - Q17

BADGER RD……………………………...K7 - L7 CHALK LN…………………………………..EE12 ECHO CLIFF LANE………………………….R30 HEADWATERS RD………………..AA20 - AA31 KUENZLI CREEK RD………………...K16 - O16 MT. MITCHELL RD…………………...D11 - D17 PHILLIPS CREEK LN………………...L10 - M10 SANDPIPER RD…………………..CC22 - CC23 TRAILS END RD………………………...Q7 - Q8

BALD EAGLE RD……………………..C10 - C11                CHALK/OLD K-4 RD……………...CC12 - EE12                 ECHO CLIFF RD……………………...N30 - U30                HENDRICKS CREEK RD……………….K7 - K9              L MT. PLEASANT RD……………….EE13 - EE16 PHILLIPS CREEK RD…………………..L5 - L11 SANFORD RD………………………………..Y22 TRI COUNTY RD……………………….W1 - W2
MULBERRY CREEK RD…………….G17 - G19 PICKERING RD………………………………..L2 SANTA FE TRAIL RD…………….FF30 - GG30 TURKEY CREEK RD…………………C20 - G27

PIONEER RD………………………….C22 - H22 SASSAFRASS RD…………………….B18 - F18 TURKEY RD………………………CC15 - GG15
BEECHER COLONY RD………………..E8 - E9 CHERT RD………………………………..K8 - K9 ELM ST…………………………………………E9 HIGHLINE RD………………………….J14 - K14 LAKEVIEW CIR……………………(INSET EE2) NEHRING BRANCH RD……………..R15 - U20 PLEASANT PLAIN RD………………W25 - Y25 SCHOOLHOUSE RD……………..FF30 - GG30 TWAIN ARBOR…………………….(INSET FF2)
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BISON RD………………………………..I16 - I21 CLAPBOARD ACRES RD………………….M13 EMMANUEL RD…………………….BB9 - BB11 HOLSTEIN RD………………………..N21 - O21 LIGHTNING RD……………………AA11 - AA12 NORTH BRANCH RD………………..Q23 - T23 PONDEROSA PT ………………...(INSET GG3) SKYLINE RD………………………….O13 - R24 VERA RD………………………………..N22 - I23 BLACK  BEAR RD……………………….N6 - M8 CLAPBOARD RAVINE RD………….M13 - M16 
EMMONS CREEK RD…………………..E7 - E8 HOLVERSON ISLAND RD…………..B23 - C23 LINDBERGH RD……………………..M10 - M12 NORTH KAW RESERVE RD…….BB13 - BB14 POOR FARM RD…………………………….Q13 SNOKOMO RD………………………..J19 - R22 VERA FRONTAGE RD……………….K22 - K24

BLAZINGSTAR RD…………………...N27 - N31 CLOUDHUNTER RD…………………H19 - H23 EVENING STAR RD…………………CC7 - CC9 HOMESTEAD RD…………………….G12 - G22 LINES RD………………………………..F8 - F11 NORTH MCFARLAND RD……………A15 - J15 POST CREEK RD…………………….K30 - M30 SNOKOMO FRONTAGE NW ………..K19 - K20 VIADUCT RD……………………………..X1 - X2

HUDSON RANCH RD……………………….K20 LITTLE EGYPT RD…………………….W5 - W8 NORTH MUNKERS CREEK RD……..X2 - AA2 POST CREEK FRONTAGE RD NW ……….K30 SNOKOMO FRONTAGE SE………...K20 - K21 VOLLAND RD…………………………….R6 - U8

BLUEBIRD RD………………………...G21 - J21 CONEFLOWER RD…………………..B17 - G17 FAIRFIELD RD………………………..M12 - J17 HUNGRY HOLLOW RD………….CC21 - GG21 LITTLE FORD RD……………………….P3 - Q3 NORTH POLE RD………………………..Y8 - Z8 POST CREEK FRONTAGE RD SE..K29 – K30 SODBUSTER RD…………………CC24 - CC26 W
LITTLE FORK RD……………………………K18 NORTH ROCK CREEK LN…………………...Z9 POTAWATOMI RD……………………………I19 SOLDIER CREEK RD…………….EE24 - EE31 WABAUNSEE RD………………………D9 - N12
LOCKHART RANCH RD……………..X17 - Y17 NORTH ROCK CREEK RD…………...Z8 - BB9 PRAIRIE FALCON RD……………….Q26 - Q28 SOLOSCHEID RD……………………U13 - U14 WAKARUSA RD………………………X23 - X31

BOBCAT RD…………………………..O21 - P21 COPPS STATION RD………………W21 - W22 FIREFLY RD…………………………..T24 - U24 ILLINOIS CREEK RD……………………P9 - X8 LOCUST CREEK RD……………….D19 - DD21 NORTH ROCK CREEK RD………...CC9 - GG9 PRAIRIE ROSE LN……………………Y21 - Z21 S. BOUNDARY RD……………………P26 - P31 WALT TRAIL RD…………………..DD30 - EE30 BODARK RD………………………..W28 - CC28 CORRECTION RD…………………….F15 - F25 FIX 
CEMETERY LANE………………………..S6 INTERSTATE HWY 70 …………………J7 - K31 LOIRE CREEK RD…………………….M8 - O10 NORTH SHORE CIR……………(INSET CC3) PRAIRIE VIEW DR………………..(INSET EE2) SOUTHTOWN RD…………………………...N12 WALTON RD………………………CC30 - CC31

PRAIRIE VIEW RD…………………...O15 - O18 STALLION RD………………………….L30 - L31 WAPITI RD………………………………..K9 - L9

PRETTY CREEK RD…………………..I12 - J12 STAMPEDE RD………………………..L25 - L26 WARREN RD……………………...……I23 - 126
BOULDER RD…………………………...Q1 - Q3 COTTONWOOD RD………………….E22 - E23 FREEDMEN RD……………………..Z10 - CC10 JACKRABBIT RD………………………X5 - AA5 LOW WATER NORTH RD…………..K12 - M11 OLD K-10 RD…………………………...N12 - X1 PRONGHORN RD…………………FF25 - FF29 STARGRASS RD………………….AA25 - BB25 WASHINGTON ST…………………………….Y1

STEAMBOAT RD …………………….B23 - C23 WATERMAN CROSSING RD…………J26 - I26
OLD K-4 RD…………………………...EE7 - Y22               Q STOCKGROWER RD…………………...P1 - O5

WELLS CREEK RD…………………..C11 - C19
JAMES ST……………………………(INSET H3)               M OLD K-99 RD………………………….E11 - F11 QUAIL RD……………………………….I16 - J16 STONE BARN RD……………………..G8 - G11
JUDY ST………………………………………K12               MABY RD………………………………U17 - V20 WEST BOUNDARY RD……………...C12 - D12

MAIL ROUTE RD…………………CC17 - CC20 OLD LOG HOUSE RD…………….BB28 - BB31 QUAKER RD………………………..W29 - BB29 STONE FENCE LANE……………………….L11 WEST BRANCH RD……………………..S5 - T6

STROWIGS MILL RD…………………C20 - J20 WEST FLINT HILLS DR…..(INSET BB3 - GG2)

GLACIER  RD…………………………M27 - M31 MAPLE HILL RD………………………..F27 - I27                 OLD STONE CHURCH RD…………….I25 - I26 SUNFLOWER DR…………………(INSET CC3) WEST SPRING CREEK RD……………P3 - Q8
BUNNYTRAIL RD………………………..R3 - T3 D RD………………………………….AA1 - BB11 GLADDEN RD…………………………P29 - Q29 KANSA RD…………………………….D17 - D22 MARIAN AVE………………………..(INSET H3) OLD STONE FORT RD ………………...R3 - U3 RANCH RD……………………………………K28 SUNFLOWER RD……………………...J15 - J17 WHITE SAND RD……………………..B21 - B24
BURR OAK RD………………………..O13 - P12 DAWSON’S HILL RD…………………Q19 - S19 GOLDFINCH RD………………………S28 - S31 KS HWY 138……………………………J18 - J19 MASSASOIT RD……………………...Q28 - Y27 OLD TOWNSHIP RD……………..(INSET CC1) RATTLESNAKE RD………………CC14 - DD14 SUNNYSIDE RD……………………...M28 - Q28 WHITETAIL RD……………………...X24 - AA24

DAY RD…………………………………………T1
DEEP CREEK RD………………………..L1 - P1 GOOKINS RD………………………….Z28 - Z31 KS HWY 18……………………………..C7 - D11 MASTADON RD…………………………I21 - I23 OTTER RD…………………………….B19 - C19 REDBUD LN……………………….(INSET EE4) SWEET WILLIAM RD………………...R27 - S27 WILD PLUM RD……………………….V26 - V27

300TH RD………………………………...Y7 - FF7 CABLE CITY RD…………………………X1 - X7 DES MOINES RD…………………...FF7 - EE10 GOOSEBERRY RD……………………...K8 - N8 KS HWY 180…………………………………...Y1 MCFARLAND RD……………………..L13 - K15 OWL RD………………………………...H14 - I14 RED FOX RD…………………………………K15 SWITCHGRASS RD…………………...X4 - AA4 WILDCAT HOLLOW RD..…………….P25 - T25

400TH RD…………………………..GG13 - GG31 CAMPGROUND RD………………………….J19 DIVIDE RD…………………………….R22 - X22 GRAPEVINE RD……………………….J18 - J19 KS HWY 185…………………………………..J15 MCFARLAND FRONTAGE RD N……J13 - J15 OX TEAM RD……………………...FF29 - GG29 RIDGE RD …………………………….R12 - R13 SYCAMORE CREEK RD………………..T1 - T4 WILLARD RD…………………………..I27 - H31

CARLSON RD……………………….H31 - EE31                DOGWOOD RD……………………….E16 - E17                GRASSLAND RD………………………E23 - I23                KS HWY 195………………………………..DD30                MEADOWLARK RD……………………….I8 - J9                P RIVERVIEW RD………………………C23 - C24                 SYCAMORE CREEK LN……………………...S2              WILLMETT CROSSING RD…………G28 - H28

WILMINGTON RD………………….FF29 - FF31

AGNES CITY RD………………….EE13 - GG13 CEDAR BLUFF RD……………………...T1 - W1 DRAGOON CREEK RD…………..BB21 - BB31 GREEN ASH RD………………………T24 - U24 KS HWY 31………………………...DD23 - FF31 MILLER RD………………………..DD29 - GG29 PARK IV LN………………………..(INSET GG4) ROCKTON RD ………………………..R21 - X21 TABOR VALLEY RD…………………….G7 - G8 WINDEMERE WAY……………….(INSET DD1)

ALLEN LANE……………………………….CC22 CEDAR CIRCLE…..……………….(INSET FF2) DROVERS TRAIL RD…………………...Q2 - S5 GREENWOOD RD……………………B18 - B21 KS HWY 4……………………………….Z1 - Q31 MISSION VALLEY RD………………W23 - W31 PARK VALLEY RD…………………...M13 - N13 ROCKY LEDGE CT.………………(INSET DD1) TALLGRASS RD…………………………D8 - K7 WINDY HILL RD………………………K26 - N26
MISSIONVIEW RD……………………S22 - S23 PARKDALE RD……………………BB13 - CC13 ROCKY LEDGE DR.………………(INSET DD1) TALLGRASS FRONTAGE NW ………….J7 - J8 WOODY CREEK RD…………………O21 - O22

KS HWY 99………………………….A11 - GG23 MISSILE BASE RD…………………...R24 - Q26 PAVILLION RD…………………………..H8 - I12 ROPER LANE………………………………….L9 TEMPLIN RD……………………………..U1 - U3 WRANGLER RD…………………..EE14 - EE15

This map was created by R&S Digital Services, Inc. for Wabaunsee  County, 

KS with information gathered from various sources. R&S Digital  Services, Inc. 

does not warranty nor assume any responsibility for the  accuracy of this map.
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Roads & streets in Wabaunsee County.  

Source: Kansas Geographic Information Systems.

GRAPHICS & MAPS WABAUNSEE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN | APPENDIX   129



RESOURCES



INDUSTRIAL CLUSTER DATA
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Clusters that don’t appear in  Wabaunsee County
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